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Christianity distinguished by its 
name. 


The disciftles were called Chria- 
tians first in Antioch. Acts 
xi. 26, 


HE high importance of 
Christianity, to man, ful- 

ly apologizes for every well 
meant attempt to illustrate and 
recommend it. The design of 
the following dissertation is to 
consider the import of its name. 
From the first use of lan- 
Suage the design of names has 
ven to distinguish their sub- 
cts from other individuals of 
‘he same species, or from other 
species of the same kind, or 
ey "y have denoted general ob- 
iets, They supercede the ne- 
cessity of endless circumlocu- 
“otiy and facilitate the commu- 
‘ation of knowledge, by writ- 
i isand the intercourse of social 
ey hough they may be view- 
“Cas in a sense arbitrary, it is 
criden it they originated, at least 
equi ently, 1 In 2 supposed adap- 


] 
Ness to express the most 
Is inguis hii 4 a rek ition, 
wy ire umst ance of the subje ct. 
a Scripture account of t! he 
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names given to the first human 
pair by God, and to the animal 
world by Adam, is agreeable to 
this view.* And many passa- 
ges in scripture history convey 
the same idea. 

The scriptural text with which 
these observations are introdu- 
ced, refers to an event impor- 
tant in the history of the primi- 
tive Church. Antioch was a 
large city, at a distance from Je- 
rusalem, the capital of the king- 
dom of Syria, known in the 
prophecy of Daniel by the epi- 
thet of “the Kingdom of the 
North ;” as that of Tey ptis by 
“the Kingdom of the South.” 
It consisted of that part of the 
Empire of Alexander the Great, 
which fell to Antiochus in the 
division of the Empire among 
his four principal Captains, 
which took place in a few years 
after the death of that conque- 
ror. 

This City was built by Anti- 
ochus, and named by him to per- 
bs ‘tuate the nm embrance of his 

slory. In this, as in most po- 
pulous places of the East, many 

* Ger. i. 26. and ii. 19, 20—23. 
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Jews had long dwelt among the 
Gentiles, who were the princi- 
pal inhabitants. Happily for 
many there, the persecution of 
the disciples of Christ, in which 
the holy Stephen sealed the gos- 
pel testimony with his. blood, 
occasioned such a dispersion of 
the disciples and preachers of 
the gospel, that some of them 
travelled as far as Antioch, 
preaching the gospel, * and the 
hand of the Lord was with them, 
aud a great number believed and 
turned to the Lord.” And al- 
though they preached the word 


to Jews only, it pleased God to | 


make it successful to Gentiles, 
opening the door of faith to 
them also. Such is the fulness 
of divine grace that God is found 
even of those who sought him 
not. The conversion of Jews 
and Gentiles to the Christian 
faith, in the same city, prepar- 
ed the way for their union in 
the same congregation, for the 
celebration of divine worship 
and ordinances ; and their fre- 
quent intercourse, in that near 
relation, must have produced 
frequent occasion to mention 
each other, by their national 
distinetion. This tended toexcite 
their respective national preju- 
dices, and to marr the happiness 
of their union in the Christian 
church. A common name 


of their common Lord. This 
would prevent the evil resulting 


their national distinction, ex- 
press their united reverence to 


their master, the divine author | 
of their religion, and would ef | 


fectualy distinguish them from 
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hor religions. 
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This worthy name was ey. 
dently in a high degree proper, 
as Christ was the Alpha an 
Omega of their religion, and 
their hope; their Prophet, Priey: 
and King. It 1s also well knows 
to the learned, that variou; 
sects of heathen philosophers 
were at that time denominated 
from their Jeaders and fou. 
ders. 

‘This name, however, seems 
not to have been assumed by the 
disciples of Christ merely from 
human views of propriety. 

The Greek word here ren- 
dered called, is not the usual 
word so rendered. It properly 
imports a particular divine a 
gency, influence or direction, 
and may be very literally ren- 
dered divinely called. We find 
the word in some of its forma- 
tions several times used in the 
Greek Testament, in all of 
which it has a signification sim- 
ilar to that just mentioned.* 

On the whole, we may be 
well satisfied of the propriety 
of the name given to the disci- 
ples of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
at Antioch, and that in receiv- 


| ing it they acted by divine direc- 


tion ; their religion is, therefore. 
termed Christianitu. In_illus- 
trating the propriety of ts 
name, we shall be led to notice 


a few leading marks of distinc 
seemed well adapted to prevent | 
the evil, and none could have | 
been invented so agreeable and | 
proper as one derived from that | 


tion between this religion ant 
all other religions among men. 

We shall take our view ol 
Christianity from the — sacred 


book in which it is revealed. It 
is, however, to be rememberet. 
from the frequent mention of 


that we consider the whok 

volume of scripture as contalli- 

ing a divine revelation of thi 

- — 

* * al, 

* Matt. it 12—22. Luke u. ah 

Acts x. 22. Heb. viii. 5.3» 7 
Kil. 25. 








religion. The Old ‘Vestament 
as constituting the first part, 
and the New Testament the 
second and last. 

The distinction between Chris- 
tinity and all other religions 
respects its doctrines, 1ts moral 
precepts andthe prospects which 
it opeis ; but to consider these 
gyand diviSlons in allihese vail- 
Feutiobs would require many 
yolumes. Moe shall, therefore, 
pursue the following concise 
qrangement ol a lew leading 
marks of distincllon, Viz. 


The object of worship, 

The ground of acceptance, 
The system of morality, and 
The retributions of futurity. 


I, We attend to the distinc- 
tions in the object of worship. 

Christianity teaches the wor- 
ship of the one living and true 
God, in distinction from the 
polytheism of all systems of 
Pagan theology. It teaches that 
this God is eternal and inde- 
pendent, in distinction from the 
genealogies and dependent suc- 
cession of their numerous di- 
vinities. They had their Jupi- 
ter optimus maximus, or their 
greatest God, their Dii -majores 
or Gods greater than another 
class whom they called their 
household Gods. All these had 
a beginning, and were depen- 
dent, the less on the greater, 
and all on their Supreme Jupi- 
tery and he on fate, which the 
nest of them believed to be 
wove the Gods. 
Christianity teaches that this 
le Ged is possessed of alt natu- 
al perfection, originally and in- 
“ependently ; that he is omni- 
present, omniscient, omnipo- 
‘it and immutable, in distinc- 
to irom the total deficiency 
fcunperiection of their divini- 
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ties, in all these respecis ; anc! 
that he exisis in that infinite), 
perfect manner called @ 7'rinisy 
in unity, possessing the whole 
perfection of unity and of ‘Trin- 
ity, the whole bencfit of both, im 
all respects and especially in 
this, that he enjoys indepen- 
dent communion in himself, as 
wn mecommuanicable perfection 
ol Jchovah, in distinction from 
the solitary, imperfect and depen- 
dent unity of the object of wor- 
ship in the Mahemetan system. 

This is usually expresse:| 
by a personal distinction in the 
Deity, because there jis an evi- 
dent foundation tor the applica- 
tion of the three personal epi- 
thets, J, Thou and He, as used 
iv common language; though 
we by no means comprehend 
that distinction in the infinitely 
perfect manner of the divine 
existence, as distinguished from 
that of created, dependent and 
imperfect beings ; we, how- 
ever, can perceive it to be ne- 
cessary to independent perfec- 
tion and felicity, and .can appre- 
hend no more difficulty in the 
belief of this doctrine, than of 
any other truth of natural o: 
revealed religion, which exceeds 
our comprehension. We there- 
fore rest with unwavering faith 
inthe true and proper divinity 
of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, and that “* these 
three are one.” 

This trimme Deity, who ts the 
object of Christian worship, & 
also possessed of infinite moral 
perfection, or he is immutably 
good. Jt is a dictate of right 
reason that a Being possessed of 
such natural perfections as tie 
holy scriptures ascribe to the 
object of worship, and existing 
in such a manner, must be in- 
finitely perfect in his more! 
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character r, or must be good.— 
Lut in this we are not left to the 
mere light of human reason. 
Divine revelation is abundant in 
ascribing all possible moral ex- 
cellence toGod, as a Being es- 
sentially and unchangeably holy, 
just and good, wise and faithful, 
and summarily assures us that 
“ Ged is love.” In these sacred | 
writings we are assured that | 
God is the fountain of all exis- | an 
tence, the creator and preser- | 
ver of Angels and men ; that his | 
dominion im the natural and 
moral world is universal and 
perfect ; that his providence ex- | 
tends to all events, and that he | 
governs moral and accountable 
creatures by the most perfect 
laws; that he is the kind and | 
beneficent parent of the whole 
creation, and encourages his 
rational offspring to address him | 
in prayer and praise. 














Such a Being, and such only, 
can be the proper object of wor- 


ship. He is present and knows | 
all our wants, end is able to sat- | 
isfy them.’ He governs all e- 
vents in the universe; all crea- 
tures and events are in his hand, 
and he can protect and save us 
from evil. He is the father of 
our spirits and the former of our 
bodies, and is the kindest of 
parents, and a very present help 
in trouble. Into the bosom of 
such infinite sufficiency, and 
parental love the full soul may 
pour all its troubles; in him the 
fatherless findeth mercy——and 
he hath said, “call upon me inthe 
day of trouble and I wil! deliver 
thee, and thou shalt elorify me.” 

But how shall guilty, unwor- 
thy sinners have access to such 
a Being of infinite majesty, per- 
fection and purity ? 

The answer to this most in- 
tergstine auestion wil! be found 


{ Novy. 


in thenext mark of distinction be. 
tween Christianity and all othe 
religions, which is, 

II. The ground of acceptance, 

That man is, naturally, in g 
state of sin and ruin, is obvious 
to every reflecting mind, and has 
accordingly been perceived and 
lamented by most writers a. 
mong the heathen philosophers, 
indeed a consciousness of guilt 
cxposedness to punishment 
is common ne men ; hence the 
auxious inquiry, “ Wherewith 
shal! I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before the Most 
High God:” 

The best answers to this most 
interesting question, furnished 
from philosophic i investigations, 
are wholly unsatisfactory. 

Most of the heathen writers 


an 


on this subject, manifest some 


notion of sacrifices, of some 
kind, to appease the anger of 
their Gods and obtain their fa- 
vor. This, probably, originated 
in some knowledge of ancient 
tradition, conveying partial in- 
formation from the possessors 
of divine revelation on this sub- 
ject, but so mangled and per- 
verted, as to be totally insuff- 
cinent to relieve the wounded 
conscience, or to enable the 
sinner to contemplate, with com- 
posure, his appearance before 
God. 

The next relief attempted by 
philosophy, is by a virtuous life, 
or by repentance and reforma- 
tion ; but alas, how insufficient 
this, for the transgressor !— 
What rational: hope can be de- 
rived from this to the sinne: 
who “ owes ten thousand talents 
and has nothing to pay !” 

Were his repentance and re- 
formation even perfect, they 
could have no influence to aton: 
for past offences, and could b: 
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only adequate to present duty. 


But when we consider the great | 


imperfection of human nature, 
even in the best, they appear to 
fil far below the standard of 
present duty, and greatly in- 
crease our guilt and desert of 
condemnation. What shall we 
think then Of the absurd and 
superstitious rites which gene- 
relly obtained among the heath- 
en on this subject, and of the 
unhallowed usages practised for 
this purpose, by them in their 
religious festivals, on days of 
atonement? Or what can more 
deeply impress the mind with a 
conviction of the necessity of a 
divine revelation, than the know!- 
edge of the notions and usages 
of heathen Idolaters ? 

The Christian revelation re- 
presents our sin and misery as 
they really are; it clearly evinces 
the impossibility of the most 
distant, well founded hope of 
acceptance with God, from any 
orall the devices of man, and 
proves that “ reason pursued is 
despair.” But at the same time, 
it opens a new and glorious door 
of hope: It reveals the media- 
torial plan of redemption by 
Jesus Christ. 

This assures us, that God has 
fixed ona method for the dis- 
play of mercy to the guilty, 
through a mediator; that this 
nediator is the Son of God, the 
second person in the divine 
‘snity in unity ; that he was 
‘o redeem sinners of mankind 
‘09 God by making atonement 
for their sin, and bringing in 
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“the word was made fiesh and 
dwelt among us,” and “God 
was manifest in flesh.” In this 
mysterious union of natures, 
our Lord Jesus Christ was obe- 
dient to death, even the death of 
the cross, and truly magnified 
the divine law, and supported 
both its precepts and sanctions. 
The final condemnation of all 
sinners would have proved the 
immutable determination of God 
to punish sin according to his 
threatening; but this proves stil] 
more—it evinces that God j 
righteous in taking vengeance, 
and that in his government over 
man, he treats him as he would 
be willing to be himself treated, 
in a change of circumstances. 

‘The obedience and death of 
Christ in our nature and place, 
is the highest conceivable divine 
testimony to the rectitude of the 
moral government of God over 
man ; and is therefore the most 
full and complete expression of 
holy affection, exhibiting the 
most conclusive proof of the 
perfection of divine government 
and of the evil of sin; and thus 
lays a foundation for the pardon 
and salvation of sinners through 
Christ, in the way of divine ap- 
pointment, so as to be at once a 
vindication and expression of 
the righteousness of God in his 
government of man, an exhibi- 
tion of the most profound wis- 
dem, and of the richest grace. 
Yea, all divine perfections are 
here not only displayed; but ufi- 
tedly displayed, it is “ grace 
reigning through righteousness 
to cternal life by Jesus Christ 
our 4 ord.” 

tience it appears, that “ Jesus 
Christ is the way, the truth and 
the life,” and that “no man 
cometh to the Father but by 
him ;” that he is able to save, 



































OS ag EG armas Re aut . <2 
x aot St EAR? Pi a ee 
o~—yet & Sm, mann ® or - Seed 
: ‘ 


ae 










166 


to the uttermost, all who come 
unto God by him; that this gos- 
pel foundation of acceptance 
with God for sinners, is worthy 
of God, honorable te law and 
justice, a most wonderlul ex- 
pression of divine grace, and 
safe and happy for the believing 
sinner, and superior to all the 
plans devised by man, whether 
Jew or Gentile, ignorant or 
learned, as the heavens are 
higher than the cartir. 

Faith in Christ is the divinely 
appointed way in which we be- 
come so interested in his atone- 
ment, that his righteousness 
avails for our pardon and accep- 
tance with God, evidently, be- 
cause by this we are so united 
to him that the Father’s appro- 
bation of his mediatorial work 
may be properly and fully ex- 
pressed in the bestowment of all 
saving mercy on us for his sake. 

The most guilty and misera- 
ble of our race may, therefore, 
hope in divine mercy through 
jim, come to God by him, and 
be assured that “those who se 
come he will in no wise cast 
out.” 

III. The Christian religion is 
distinguished from all others by 
its system of morality. 

It has been common to the 
founders of religious systems to 
inculcate something under the 
name of virtue or morality, but 
4n most instances many essen- 
zial branches of virtue have been 
omitted, and many things in- 
eculcated which were really vi- 
cious ; and what is sitll worse, 
the true and essenial distine- 
tion between virtue and vice has 
been commonly overlooked ; 
hence the very best systems of 
heathen morality ave essential- 
dy deficient. 

All human systems of moral- 
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ity begin and end in those thin, c 
which are private and person, 
After all which has been writt:, 
by poets, philosophers and mo; 
alists, not drawn from the ho) 
scriptures, on virtue and moral. 
ity, they teach us nothing mo 
sublime than the love of oy 
country; and to die for our coyp. 
try is treated by them as ti 
most sublime virtue, even wher 
life is sacrificed, not to render 
the inhabitants of our country 
more wise, more devoted to the 
good of mankind, or to the fey 
and service.of Gods but mor 
rich, more honorable in the ¢s- 
teem of those who esteem the 
honor which cometh from man, 
and more triumphant over othe: 
nations m war. Hence, Alex- 
auder the Great, Julius Czsa 
and Charles the XIIth, of Swe. 
den, who were great generals, 
and the two first great conque- 
rors, have been celebrated 
the first of men. But in the 
view of Christianity, their splei- 
did virtues are weighed in the 
balance and found wanting— 
They sought the glory of their 
country by the calamity of many 
nations, and succeeded to gral- 
deur in the blood of murdered 
thousands; and that glory which 
they respectively sought for 
their country was really its 
greatest shame and misery, ané 
hastened its ruin. 

The morality which Chrisi:- 
anity teaches and — Is 
that which conduces to the b 
good, the highest perfection a nd 
felicity of the subject—whic! 
coincides with the best interes 
of mankind, and which 1s ¢- 
recily subservient to the glory © 
God. This brief de escription 
the outlines of virtue wilh not 
dis? puted 5 but where can it © 
ist except ip the mind sce nity 
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that happiness for itself which 
consists in union to the best 
interests of the whole family of 
man, and exertions to promote 
it, and union to the glory of 
God and the best good of his 
kingdom, and the happilying 
view and contemplation of the 
most perfect state of the moral 
system. But this is nothing 
else than to “ love the Lord our 
God with all our heart and our 
neighbor as ourselves,” which is 
the well known summary of 
Christian morality, given us by 
its divine founder. 

From the holy scriptures we 

karn that God is love, friendly 
to the highest perfection and 
felicity of the moral system.— 
This is the expression of his 
character in his government of 
man, and in the mediatorial 
system, and this is the duty 
which he requires of man, and 
this constitutes the perfection 
and felicity of the redeemed in 
the heavenly state. “ Him that 
wercometh,” saith the Divine 
saviour, “will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he 
chull gono more out ; and I will 
write upon him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city 
ofmy God, which is New Jeru- 
dem, which cometh down out 
dl heaven from God, and I will 
Wile Upon him: my own name.” 
_tlow does the boasted splen- 
cor ul philosophic virtue and 
incrality. fade before that of 
Unistiauity, like the clow 
worhas Gl tight before the Visalia 
suis ! 
IV. We observe, once more, 
hat Cliistianity is distinguished 
rom all other religions by ¢4e 
me "iouttons of futurity. 

Creat have been the doubts 
snd uncertaintics of philoso- 


cis whether man would have 
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any conscious existence beyond 
this life. The best of them 
rather wished for it than firm- 
ly believed it. On supposition of 
its reality they imagined such 
enjoyments for the virtuous as 
agree with the taste of men in 
in this life, ir earthly things, 
and generally describe their 
Elysium as a place for the en- 
joyment of the pleasures of 
sense, and speak of this as only 
for a limited duration. Their 
conceptions of the punishment 
of the wicked were equally con- 
fused and erroneous. 

The Christian scriptures dis- 
pel this thick darkness, and 
bring life and immortality to 
light. From these we learn 
with certainty that the exist- 
ence of our souls will be perma- 
nent after the present life, and 
that our bodies will be restored 
to life in a general resurrection 
at the end of this world, and be 
reunited to the soul; and that 
we shall then be judged accord- 
ing to our works, and our final 
state be fixed in happiness or 
misery, according to what we 
have done while in the body, in 
this life, and that this state will 
be eternal. 

Notwithstanding the invisibil- 
ity of that world and that the 
condition of its inhabitants is 
not very particularly revealed, 
or perhaps would not be clearly 
understood by us, in the present 
state, if it were, we are fully 
assured, that the wicked and all 
who kuow not Ged, and obey 
not the wospel, shall be wholly 
excluded irom the divine favor, 
shall be given up to the full do- 
minion of sin, aid be the monu- 
ments of God’s holy displeasure 
forever. ‘he scriptural repre- 

sentations of their state are aw- 
fal beyond conception, and deep- 
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ly impress the mind with the 
thought that “it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hand of the 
living God ;” and that we are 
called by all the dreadful reali- 
ties of that desperate state, to 
fly from the wrath to come, and 
to lay hold on the hope sct be- 
fore us in the gospel. 

On the other hand, the gos- 
pel assures us, that the souls of 
the righteous at death, enter in- 
to peace, that they rest from 
their labors, are completely de- 
livered from all sin and sorrow, 
are assured of the everlasting 
f,vor ¢f God, and are united in 
the praises of redeeming grace ; 
and that at the end of the world 
their bodies shall be raised glo- 
rious and immortal, and be re- 
animated by the soul, and the 
whole man be completely bles- 
sed in the full enjoyment of 
God to all eternity. Rejoic- 
ing m the clear manifestation of 
the divine fuiness, the unveiled 
glory of the triune Deity, in the 
displays of redeeming grace, 
and ya the certain prospect of an 
eternity of unremitting felicity 
and usefulness in praising and 
shewing forth that grace, and in 


the most perfect reciprecation | 


of holy friendship forever. 

Who can think of the blessed 
exexcises and enjoviments of the 
spirits of the just made perfect, 
and tie still more complete 
blessedness of the redeemed afs 
ter the resurrection, and not 
aspire with all the powers of the 
soul after a name and a place 
among the redeemed from a- 
mong men ? 


CONCLUSION. 


1. The preceding view of 
Christianity clearly shews the 


weakness of Infidel cljections 
against it, founded in the nuni- | 
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ber and variety of religions ip 
the world. They say that a. 
mong the many hundreds of pr. 
ligions adopted by man, as there 
can be but one which is try 
and divine, there is a presump. 
tion against the truth of each, 
in proportion to the number of 
religions professed in the world, 
and therefore the evidence jn 
favor of Christianity is only as 
one to many hundreds; i.e. there 
are hundreds of probabilities of 
its falsehood to one of its truth, 
To this there might be various 
answers, we mention one only, 
as abundantly sufficient, viz~— 
That Christianity is equally op. 
posed to all other religions in 
the world, in all the articles of 
distinction which have been 
made.. All other systems of 
religion agree in exhibiting ab- 
surd and unworthy ideas of the 
object of worship, the ground of 
acceptance, the system of mo- 
rality and the retributions of fu- 
turity ; in the nature of the case, 
itis therefore evident they cai- 
1ot be true. This infers a strong 
presumption in favor of Chris- 
tianity, it is opposite to ail other 
systems, if they are absurd and 
aise, this must be true and di- 
vine, or there is no true religion 
in the world. It therefore rests 
on its own evidence, in the same 


| manner as if no other religion 


had ever becn propagated in the 
world. In testing the truth and 
divinity of Christianity, there- 
fore, We must enquire, is the 
relioion itself agreeable to rea- 
son, worthy ot Ged and suitable 
to the nature and condition of 
mah, in its Gocirines, its duties 
and its prospecis, or as it res- 
pects the object of worship, the 
ground of acceptance, the sys 
tem of morality and the retribu- 
tions of fuiurity? And isit a 
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tested to be divine by miracles 
and the accomplishment of pro- 
phecy and other collateral evi- 
dence? If this be the case, the 
evidence in favor of the truth 
and divinity of the Christian 
religion is full and complete. 
But these various sources of 
evidence have been stated with 
ereat clearness by many able 
defenders of Christianity. Our 
fith in the system of religion 
rests on a firm basis, and against 
ihis truth We are assured that the 
gates of hell shall never prevail. 

2. We infer the great impor- 
ince of right apprehensions on 
the leading truths of Christiani- 
ty. That errors should be em- 
braced for truth in the remote 
branches of religion, and those 
which have little influence on 
character, in this very imper- 
perfect state, is not strange, and 
does not very essentially affect 
the best interest of the subject, 
or the church in general. But 
wong conceptions on the pri- 
mary and leading truths have 
great influence on the affec- 
tions and practice, and are ex- 
ceedingly dangerous. 

We are assured by the word 
ofGod, and it is found true in 
experience, that “all people 
will walk every one in the name 
of his God,”* and we know that 
the rue servants of the Lord 
will walk in his name forever— 
he character of the object of 
worship, as it exists in the mind 
1 the worshipper, determines 
his character ; his affections, 
Pursuits and practice are agree- 
able to it, (we speak of those 
“ho really believe what they 
profess, and not of the vain pre- 
‘anders to religion and worship, 
“89 really believe nothing in 
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religion to practical purpose, 
but are governed by inclination.) 
Hence if any man isa true wor- 
shipper of the Christian’s God, 
he is devoted to his fear and 
practises the duties of Christi- 
anity. 

The observation also applies 
to the truth respecting the 
ground of the sinner’s acceptance 
with God. The bible doctrine of 
the proper divinity and atone- 
ment of Christ, when cordially 
received, lays the foundation of 
a life of holy faith and obedience 
to all God’s commands, and is 
attended with a conformity, to 
Christ, in temper and character. 

The same observation applies 
with respect to the bible system 
of morality and the retributions 
of futurity. The expectant of 
the pure and holy enjoyments in 
heaven, promised in the gospel 
to the redeemed, will be a prac- 
tical Christian, and labor to be 
holy as he who hath called him 
is holy. He who expects a Ma- 
hometan paradise, will not fail to 
anticipate those sensual enjoy- 
ments in the present life. 

The truths of Christianity 
must be congenial to our hearts. 
and its duties and promises the 
objects of our choice. 

Let it be remembered that 
Christianity is a religion of the 
heart. The Christian is united 
to God, to Christ, and to the 
morality and the prospects of 
Christianity, as distinguished 
from all other religions in the 
world. Hence it is stiled in 
scripture, the knowledge of“ the 
only living and true God and Je- 
sus Christ whom he hath sent,” 
and it is often denontinated the 
fear of God and the tove of God. 

We cannot omit to observe 

that the public teachers of Chris- 


| tianity, the ministers of the gos- 
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pel, should be scribes well in- 
structed into the kingdom of 
God, and able to bring from the 
gospel treasure things new and 
old, and their view of the lead- 
ing Christian truths and duties 
should be just, distinct, and clear; 
they must be sound in the faith, 
the pure system ofChristian truth 
must be their chosen religion, 
and to practise it in their lives 
and preach it to others their 
most delightful employment. 

Religious societies have the 
most feeling and cogent argu- 
ments to seek for such ministers 
and such only, and when obtain- 
ed to esteem them very highly 
in love for their work’s sake; and 
to strengthen their hands and 
, encourage their hearts by hear- 
ing, so that their own souls may 
live, and doing their utmost to 
advance the saving knowledge 
of the truth in others. | 

Parents and heads of families 
have an exceedingly important 
betrustment, respecting their 
children, ard the youth of the 
tising age, to “ train them up in 
the nurture and adincnition of 
the Lord.” They must teach 
them “ the first principles of the 
oracles of God.” It has been a 
favorite saying that “we must 
not teach our children ria: to 
think, but Aow to think.” ‘his 
saying must originate in great 
ignorance, of the moral cast and 
state of cur children’s minds, or 
of the Christian system, or of 
both childhood and youth in the 
seasons of the fairest hope for 
man. It is then that the seeds 
of knowledge and virtue are usu- 
ally sown, whieh spring in ma- 
ture years and preduce th 
blessed harvest of wisdom and 
ficty, and ripen into usefulness 
en earth end final glory in 
heaven. 





finally, the truth and excel). 
lence of the Christian religion 
and its importance to man, cali 
upon all of us to know, love and 
practise it as our calling, and the 
business of our lives, in all oyr 
relations to God and man, with 
a constant and serious view of 
the presence of God, our near 
approach to the world of spirits 
and the retributions of eternity. 

-——— + Ge 
On Religious Feelings. 
HE power of religion ha: 
ever interested the feel- 
ings and passions. Where there 
is the life of true godliness, there 
will necessarily be strong emo- 
tions of soul. It becomes us to 
be the friends of a warm, anima: 
ted piety, in opposition to a cold, 
philosophic religion. Revived, 
living Christians have their 
hearts engaged and well affected 
in the cause of the Redeemer. 
Such as are alive unto God, are 
distinguished for warmth ofaffec- 
tion. They find, by experience, 
that religion is a vital principle 
accompanied with heart-felt sen- 
sations, such as holy compla- 
cency in divine things, and godly 
sorrow for sin. Where such 
emotions as these are not ex- 
cited, there is reason to appre- 
hend, the heart is not the sub- 
ject of a work of grace. Letus 
consider, 

I. Such as are alive unto God, 
do not content themselves with 
mere orthodoxy. 

Correct opinion does not of 
itself constitute vital godliness. 
itis, indeed, necessary that te- 
hets be correct. We mean no 
to disparage’ the importance of a 
speculative belief in the close 
doctrines of grace. But correc! 
opinion must not be rested in, 
embracing the sum and sub: 
stance of vital religion. A spe 
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lative faith does not always in- 
terest and engage the religious 
feelings of the heart. It is fre- 
yently unfruitful, bearing none 
of the fruits of holiness, consist- 
ing in pious exercises. _ Ww hile 
men’s understandings are right- 
ly instructed, their hearts are 
often cold and lifeless. Some- 
times, indeed, there will be a 
warm zeal in advocating the 
truths of the gospel, when the 
life and power of religion are 
wanting. 

An orthodox faith is not ne- 
cessarily connected with heart- 
felt piety. And we should be 
cavelul not to content oursclves, 
with an understanding of the 
creat principles of divine reve- 
lation. This is often no more 
than a knowledge which puffeth 
up. The excellent doctrines of 
the gospel, are frequently view- 
ed with a philosophic coldness 
and indifference. These doc- 
trines, also, are often received 
with emotions widely different 
intheir nature, from the feelings 
of the religious spirit. They 
often produce temporary and 
shortlived joy; like the seed 
sown in stony places, which soon 
springs up, and wanting root and 
moisture, When the sun is up is 
scorched and sqon withers away. 

Some would satisfy them- 
stlves with a religion of the un- 
cerstending which leaves the 
neart unmoved. But such a re- 
ivion hasno vitalwarmth. It im- 
parts no cheering comforts to the 
soul. Itis acoldactof the under- 
standing, and hasnone of the joy 

Cveace of believine. We may 

crlain Consistent views of the 
‘cadine principles of the gospel, 
wd have a knowledge of the 
“onnected system there contain- 
‘l, end yet be strangers to the 





saving light, and destitute of the 
feelings of an evangelical temi« 
per. We must not, then, place 
religion wholly in right specu 
lative opinions. We must not 
make it to consist in a mere act 
of the understanding. Though 
aright understanding of the con- 
nected and consistent system of 
gospel truth, be a matter of the 
utmost moment, yet we must 
not rest satisfied with this, but 
consider corresponding feelings 
ofheart, as being also essential- 
ly requisite. Hence we may 
consider 

If. True religion is a feeling 
sense of the excellence of divine 
truth. 

The spirit of the gospel, being 
wrought into the heart, consti- 
tutes the christian temper. A 
pious disposition is every where, 
and in all persons, the same ; 
having the important doctrines 
of the gospel, for its foundation, 
and ground work. . Revived, ex- 
perimental christians, must ne- 
cessarily enter into the same 
views of the gospel, so far as 
they understand it. The same 
truths are written, not with ink, 
but with the spirit of the living 
God, not in tables of stone, but 
in fleshly tables of the heart. 

hristians, so far as they have 
the spirit of Christ, are perfect- 
ly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment, 
orscntiment. Their views unite 
and terminate in the great dis- 
tineuishing truths of the gospel. 
For the christian temper in- 
volves in it these truths, and 
where they are explained and 
Inid open to the understanding, 
they must necessarily propound 
themselves to the acceptance of 
the pious mind. 

Religious afections accompas 
ny a spiritual discernment of the 
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On Religious Feeliugs. 


great things contained in the 
gospel. Evangelical sentiment 

has a kindly influence to stir up 
gracious exercises. Where the 
gospel is embraced in its purity, 
it has an enlivening and anima- 
ting effect upon our nature. 
The soul cannot remain torpid 
and apepeceliye There will be 
activity, where the pure gospel 
hasit proper effect. ‘The soul will 
be enflamed with the genial 
warmth of piety. it will have 
vital exercises, such as are sen- 
sibly felt, and experimentally 
known. David says, * Oh, how 
T love thy law, it is my medita- 
tion all the day.” ‘The apostle 
Paul, giving an account of his 
religious experiences, says, “ I 
delight in the law of God, after 
the inward man.” Bright views 
of gospel scntiment awaken de- 
lightful sensations. Saints find 
a rich entertainment in contem- 
plating the distinguishing and 
essential truths of the gospel. 
And this contemplation must 


no doubt constitute a great part of 


their happiness, in the kingdom 
of glory. 

The good word fs a quicken- 
ing spirit, to such as have taste 
itspower. Itquickens christian 
graces, and gives life and spirit 
to devout affections. Great is 
the joy and peace of believing — 
Erroneous views of the gospel 
scheme of sentiment, either 
leave the affections uncneaged, 
and sink the soul into a state of 
apathy, without feeling or emo- 
tion; or else awaken unhallow- 
ed passions.’ But a just appre- 
hension of the truths, brought 
to light in revelation, furnishes 
reviving views, and excites feel- 
ing, vital exercises. Such pre- 
cious truth discloses itself, from 
ihe word of God, to the minds of 
the intellectual and holy crea- 
tion, as contribute 
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ervation in holiness, and opens, 
source of noble ard exalted en. 
tertainment. 

‘Lhe word of life, is dear ang 
precious to the truly _ pious, 
They feed and feast upon it, 
With a pleasing satisfaction, 
they investigate and entertain its 
sublime doctrines. Such dis. 
coveries on moral subjects then 
present themselves to ther 
minds, as to imspire them with 
joys with which a stranger doth 
not intermeddle. Hence, by dil- 
igently and prayerfully attend. 
ing to the good word of grace, 
and apprehending its excellence, 
they become fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord. The Holy 
Sprit alone, discloses the moral 
excellence of divine truth to the 
understanding. And when he 
brings the word home with pow- 
cr, and causes it to be seen in 
its spirituality and beauty, it at- 
tracts the affections, and becomes 
instrumental of stirring up toa 
warm and vigorous piety. 

ili. Saints have a feeling sense 
of the beauty of God’s perfec- 
tions. manifested in his works of 
providence and grace. 

God is pleased to reveal him- 
self by means of his glorious 
works, both of creation and re- 
demption. The traces of his 
character are inscribed in the 
book of nature, but most of ail, 
in the volume of Revelation, and 
in the face of Jesus Christ. He 
hath set himself forth as the ete’ 
nal source of being and blessc«- 
ness. He hath made ail things 
with a view to display hims: if 
and promote his declarative : 
rv, that he might be know: ' 
his rational creatures, and tha! 
in his lie i his children may 
have light. What a glorious 
es aie of his moral excellence 
is made in ~ e stupendous worl 
of nature an 
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The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness 
unto him ; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritu- 
ally discerned. God, ia his ex- 
cellence, is revealed only to such 
as are spiritually minded. ‘lho’ 
sinners see the traces ef his be- 
ing, yet they discern not his 
codness; Ory see him not in 
the beauty and loveliness of his 
moral character. But such as 
are pure in heart, see God in his 
unspeakable excellence. 

And thus seeing him, they are 
inspired with ineffable delight. 
Complacential affection springs 
from a spiritual view of the Su- 
preme Good. Such a view gives 
birth to joy and hope. Reli- 
gious affections are enkindled, 
in the light of his countenance. 
Donot wonder if his children 
glow with affection, and breathe 
ananimated piety. They have 
found him whom their soul lov- 
ct, They have come to their 
soul-reviving rest. God stands 
revealed to their view, as the 
greatest and dest in the universe. 
He has become the beloved cb- 
ject which fills and enraptures 
their minds.—This sight and 
sense of God, gives ardor to the 
religious spirit. It excites the 
es oflove ; elevates the soul 

mth a joyful hope, warms the 

‘cart with the emotions of holy 
desire, and occasions meltings 
«. sorrow and contrition for sin. 
No wonder that the seed to 
‘ve the Lord, have been dis- 
unguy ished for strict sentiments 
inners, and been consider- 
neulur, Dy reason of their 
Sout trames, and the movings 
iaiection. It would seem that 
“Preper apprehension of God, 
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of those who are accounted to 
him for a eeneration. Such as 
have seen the Lord of Hosts, 
will differ from the cold-hearted 
men of the world, and make it 
evident, that they are chiefly de- 
lighted in God. They will make 
it menilest, that a discernment 
of the moral exccllence of the 
Divine Character, gives the 
spring to their ectivities, and 
calls forth their sweetest com- 
forts and desires. 

IV. Saints find by experience, 
they have outfowines of desire 
after God. 

This will be evident by attend- 
ing to the exercises of men of 
God, recorded in scripture; and 
especially of the sweet Psalmist 
of Israel. In his Psalms we 
have an account of his holy 
breathings. “ Whom have I 
in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire 
besides thee.” “™ O God, thou 
art my God, early will I seek 
thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, 
my fiesh longeth for thee, in a 
dry and thirsty land, where no 
water is: To see thy power and 
thy glory, so as I have seen thee 
in thy sanctuary.” Ixiit. 1, 4 
“ As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, so panteth my soul 
afier thee, O God. My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living 
God; when shail I come aid 
appear before God!” xlil. 1, 2. 
—When his soul was in great 
disquictude, his heart was still 
intent en God: © I will remem- 
ber thee from the land of Jordan, 
and of the Hermonites, from 
the hill Mizar.” xiii. 6. 

He seems, at times, to bave 
been brought into’ grievous 

straights : “* My soul cleaveth 
unto the dust.” But still he had 
vehement and longing desires, 
flowing outunto God. He,likes 
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wise, enjoyed peculiar enlarge- 
ment. “ I wilirun in the way 
of thy commandments, when 
thou shalt enlarge my heart.” 
“‘ He brought me up also out of 
an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, 
aud established my goings. And 
he hath put a new sone in my 
mouth, even praise unto our 
God ” 

Who can read the Psalms of 
David, without noticing the 
strong and ardent aspirations of 
the heaven-born soul ? 

We find, likewise, Job long- 
ing for communion with God ; 
“Oh that I knew where I might 
find him! that I might come 
even to hisseat! I would order 
my cause before him, and fill 
my mouth with arguments.” 
xxiii. 3,4. In reference to spir- 
itual enlargement, are Elihu’s 
words to Job ; “ Even so would 
he have removed thee out of 
the strait into a broad place, 
where there is no straitness.” 

In Canticles the Church says ; 
* Or ever I was aware, my soul 

ade me like the chariots of 
Ammi-nadib.” This denotes 
the peculiar liberty which the 
godly sometimes acquire in 
their approach to God. And in 
general it marks out the breath- 
ings and raised desires and 
hopes, which it is common for 
those to have, who have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious. 

Saints are said to be near, and 
to draw near to God. This 
nearness, must imply commun- 
ion with God, in holy and long- 
ing desires and affections. Such 
as walk nearto him fee} their 
souls going out heaven-ward. 


Add further, a feeling, animated | 


religion is set forth in these 
words ; “ Tiey that wait upon 
the Lerd shall renew 
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strength : they shall mount y 
with wings as eagles, they shai 
run and not be weary, and they 
shal] walk and not faint,” Isaiah 
xl. 31. This language is ¢. 
pressive of peculiar freedom jy 
devotion. It represents a soy) 
freed from the clogs of earth ang 
sense, and soaring on the pinion; 
of a streng and vigorous faith, 
Such is the enlargement which 
God gives his children. He 
causes their youth to be renewed 
like the eagles ; gives fresh an¢ 
renewed strength and deligh: 
in his service. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. There is need of care les 
we damp the ardor of a religious 
spirit. A careless, unchristian 
walk cripples the energies of the 
soul, and brings it down from its 
exalted exercises, to low and car 
nal objects. A worldly spiritis 
unfriendly-to the ardors of picty. 
Sinful and carnal hankerings and 
enjoyments, abate the warmth 
of vital godliness —Vain amuse: 
ments, likewise, serve to cod 
religious affections, and obscure 
the lamp of grace in the heart. 
Religious exercises are deaden- 
ed by these and similar causes. 
Devout hungerings and thirst 
ings are not cherished, but rath- 
er diminished, by a life of sinful 
conformity to the world, in its 
vain recreations, and sensual de: 
lights. We must abstain from 
these things, if we would prc 
serve in lively exercise the vite! 
principle. Christian gracesnec 
care and cultivation. Ifnes}ect: 
ed, they soon lose their fusi" 
and appear like the dyiny ules 
A lax and careless way of livili; 
must bring on spiritual decay. 


| Christians should be strict 
: their discipline. 
their 
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ine world. They have a vine- 
yard to keep, which calis for 
‘auch labor and self-denial. Let 
them attend to their spiritual 
husbandry, if they would have 
their souls as a well watered gar- 
den, Letthem not have their 
jesires running out after the 
creature, after selfish and sinful 
objects and gratifications. Such 
vain hankerings and pursuits 
willcertainly chill their pious af- 
fections, and cause a languor in 
their religious exercises and 
comiorts. 

2. A vigorous, animated piety 
ever lies exposed to the charge 
of enthusiasm. ‘The truly reli- 
gious must be prepared to meet 
this reproach. Such as are for 
acold, philosophic religion, will 
deem the workings of the pious 
heart, to be flights, partaking 
of imagination, and transient in 
theirnature. The living mem- 
bersof Christ’s mystical body, 
they who have given the best ev- 
idence of their being living 
siones in the temple of God, 
iave commonly had an enthusi- 
astic spirit ascribed to them. 
On account of their fervency, 
they have been supposed to ex- 
ced the bounds of reason. 
Their noble and elevated acts of 
faith and love, have been viewed 
ss the reveries of a heated imag- 
uauen. Their deadness to the 
world, their abstemious, mortifi- 


ed lives, and their hardships and . 


conflicts under the cross, have 
seen frequently deemed a mis- 
guided zeal and affected singu- 
arty. The Apostle Paul was 
‘ought by some to be deside 
himself. Counting all things but 
loss for the excellency of the 
‘towiedge of Christ Jesus, and 
sing willing to suffer the loss of 
m4 things, that he might win 
“Arist, he was supposed to be 





transported beyond himself, and 
to have exceeded the bounds of 
sober reason. The same appre- 
hension was entertained con- 
cerning Christ. Some 6f his 
acquaintance, seeing him so in- 
tent on his work, as to go out of 
doors to preach to the people, 
when he was already spent with 
watchings and public services, 
came out tolay hold upon him, 
saying, He is beside himself. He 
failed of taking his necessary 
meals, for the sake of scizing an 
opportunity to feed and instruct 
the multitude. And this was 
thought to indicate a transport 
of passion, not altogether regu- 
lated by the dictates of sobrict; 
and moderation. These exam- 
ples may teach animated Chris- 
tians to expect the charge of en- 
thusiasm. Think it not strange 
if it be sometimes insinuated, 
that they are beside themselves. 
In the eye of carnal reason, the 
workings of a warm benevolence 
in the christian cause, appear in 
the light of partial derangement, 
proceedifg from a disorded state 
of the affections. 

3. We shall add a word con- 
cerning the importance of main- 
taining a meek and humble wall: 
with God. Such as have pre- 
cious discoveriesof divine things, 
should take heed that they be not 
lifted up in pride. The genu- 
ine tendency of grace upon the 
heart, is to produce humbleness 
of mind. And yet, through re- 
maining corruptions, there is 
danger of making the vital ex- 
ercises of grace, an occasion of 
self-exaltation. Let Christians 
be guarded against this tempta- 
tion. Let them not make a mer- 
it of their duties and frames, nor 
magnify themselves, on account 
of their spiritual attainments. 
A proud pharisaical temper, 
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has ever proved an enemy to 
souls, and should excite much 
alarm. Christians, have a war- 
fare to endure with this formida- 
ble enemy. ‘They have a con- 
flict within themselves, to keep 
under the workings of a self- 
righteous spirit. And this con- 
flict proves to be none of the 
least and most painful part of 
the christian warfare. But let 
them be animated in this strug- 
gle; keeping in constant re- 
membrance, that a legal spirit 
marrs and eats out the life of all 
true religion. 

Let them live near to God— 
cultivating meekness and mod- 
esty under the reception of his 
undeserved gifts and graces. 
Their sensible comforts and era- 
cious frames spring from ‘the 
fountain of all good. God deals 
out the measure of their faith. 
He is the life, of their spiritual 
yoys and exercises. In his in- 
finite mercy, he enlarges: their 
hearts to have intimate and 
sweet communion with Himself. 
tie gives them to participate in 
the influences and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. When in strait- 
ness, he brings them out of a 
strait into a broad place. When 
sinking in the miry clay, he 
brings them forth, and establish- 
es their goings. And when they 
cry to him from the beily of 
hell, he causes their prayer to 
come in unto him, in his holy 
temple. Let them humbly 
thank and praise his holy name, 
for his marvellous grace which 
hath wrought them forthe self- 
same thing. The meek will he 
guide in judgment, he will beau- 
tify the meek with salvation — 
Fie that humbleth himself shall 
bo cxelted, 
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Living more important than Dy. 
ing. 


T is a common remark, tha 
it isa great thing to die— 
To those who believe the scrip. 
tures the scene of exchanging 
worlds is considered as peculiar. 
ly interesting. And it undoubt. 
edly is so, as well as solemn and 
affecting to nature. While the 
body returns to the dust ast 
was, the spirit assends to God 
who gave it, to be disposed of 
for an endless eternity. The 
soul is dispossessed of its organ, 
and hastened into the eternal 
world, to be made completely 
blessed, or to receive her por- 
tion in endless misery. A scene 
like this, must undoubtedly be 
considered as solemn and inter- 
esting. Still, isnot 4ving more 
important and interesting than 
dying ? Is itnot a great thing 
to dive as well asto die? Hov- 
ever important may be the scene 
of dying, let us enquire wheth- 
er living be not still more in- 
portant. 

REFLEcT, in the first place, 
that life is the time appointed 
for cur day of probation; but 
death is not. In this world we 
have talents committed to us, 
with which we are required to 
“ occufiy.” “Deathis so far from 
being a state of trial, that itis 
compared, by the Saviour, t 
the season’ of resigning uf: oul 
talents. Is not an appointed 
season for us to obtain a value 
ble object, more interesting than 
any period after this season is 
past? Weremember, that the 
rich man, who lifted up his eye 
in hell, and prayed for a drop 0! 
water to cool his tongue, wes 
referred to his conduct in lif 
time. ‘Son, remember tht 
thou, in thy lifetime, receiveds 
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Lazarus evil things.” It was 
not suggested, that his manner 
of death brought him to that 
place of torment, but his life. 

Again—The day of judg- 
ment will have particular re- 
ference to life ; and not to death. 
When we shall be summoned to 
the judgment seat of Christ, it 
will be, to give an account of 
the deeds done in the body.— 
An inspired writer tells us, 
“We must all appear before 
the judgment of Christ, that 
every one may reeeive the 
things done in his body, accord- 
ing tothat he hath done, wheth- 
erit be good or bad.” This re- 
fers us to life, and not to death. 
The message of death is no 
other than a summons, sent out 
by the Judge, to call us to the 
cet of heaven. An indict- 
ment is always predicated upon 
previous conduct. ‘The trans- 
actions, therefore, for which we 
are to be arraigned cannot have 
their special reference to death. 
Indeed, there is not the least 
hint, in the whole Bible, that 
the judgment day will have any 
reference to our death. 

And further—Life is the sea- 
son in which we have the calls 
and invitations of the gospel set 
before us. ‘That speaks to us, 
fo-avy While in life and health, 
and tells us, “ Now is the ac- 
cepted time, behold now is the 
czy of salvation.” We are no 
Wacre told that death is a day of 
salvation. or an accepted time. 
‘tis trus, at death our state is 
ceided ; but this decision is 
mace altogether according to 
our treatment of the gospel 
Wave tn tells us, 
therefore, in his word, to seck 
Him early-—to hear his voice to- 
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Examine the whole preaching 
of Christ, of his Prophets and 
Apostles, and we shall find they 
ever referred their hearers to 
their duty in life. Would not 
the gospel refer us to the most 
interesting period? . And would 
not the great errand, for which 
the Saviour cameinto the world, 
point us to the season which 
is the most interesting ? 

It may be added, also, that 
death is not a season in which 
our conduct could be properly 
connected with eternal conse- 
quences. For a moral agent to 
exhibit a character, choose the 
offers of grace, or refuse them, 
he must enjoy a season of ra- 
tional reflection. ‘Truths must 
be placed before him, and the 
mind must rationally act in view 
of those truths. And how can 
this be done, when the whole 
organ of nature has become 
unstrung and is under the strug- 
gles of departing breath ? Can 
we suppose, that the time when 
this body is becoming lifeless, 
and the soul ascending to God 
who gave it, would be appointed 
by the Deity as a season for the 
mind to exercise that change, 
upon which eternity is depend- 
ing? No; “ He hath made 
every thing beautiful in his 
time.” 

As, therefore, life is the only 
appointed time of probation—as 
the day of judgment refers us to 
life and not to death—as life is 
the only season to which the 
calls ofthe gospel refer us; and 
as death is not a proper time 
upon which things of eternal 
censequence could be made to 
depend, then, “ving must be a 
more important season than dy- 
ing. 

From the thought we have 
yursual, some interesting re- 
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flections naturally follow. And, 
Does not what we have 
been contemplating afford us 
ground to fear that many are 
ruined by overlooking the most 
important period of their exis- 
tence, and looking forward toa 
period that is less important ? 
How numerous are those, who 
pass very calmly on with the 
current of oi me, erage concern 
with regard to liv 
the same time 
knowledge that 
thing to die. View pe 


their end, and we 


Li 
they 


is a 
ople near 
may 
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vhile at | 
will ac-! 
2m | 


see a | 


great part, much more concern- | 


sd about dying, than ever they 
were about living. When the 
gril 
vances to stare them in the face, 
they will acknowledge they have 


messencer of death ad- 


now arrived to a period which 


they ever viewed 
but while in life 


important 


and health 1, they 


will rest without alarm, though 


God’s law be sounding 


louder | 


than thunder in their ears, and | 


while 
them 


1s 
most 


the Saviour 
in the 
‘Yo meet 
all that to do, at 
raoment, whic! 
atime of health anc 
must certainly be a most 
ous step. And is it 
that Satan should use 
gem, to ensnare 
souls? 
ple to pass away life asa trifling 
and place their views for- 
ward to death as the impor- 
tant period, well may he 
sider 


fatal wiles. 


inviting 
pathetic 
death, having 
this distre 
1 Was Ped 
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thing, a 
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upeuraded | 
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more depending on life than on 
death, have we not reason tg 
conclude, that many, who haye 
left this world with a strong 
hope of salvation, have met with 
an eternal disappointment ?— 
There is not the least intima. 
tion throughout God’s word, of 
any one being savingly changed 
while in the immediate ago- 
nies of death. Nor does the 
Bible mention but one instance 
of a change within a few hours 
of this period. At the Saviour’s 
crucifixion, there were special 
reasons for his making a mira- 
culous display’ of his grace— 
We know that the repentance 
of the dying thief was real, and 
his faith saving ; but how def- 
cient is the evidence that others 
are not deceived at this late hour, 
even though their external ap- 
pearance be equally as favora- 
ble? When this frail system 
is dissolving by disease, wrecked 
with pain, and the mind conse- 
quently weak and credulous, 
what more than Cdelusien, can 
those rationally expect who 
through Iife have rejected and 
despised their Saviour! In these 
discomposed moments it is easy 
to imagine things to be real 
which omniscient and holy 
Judge Will never acknowledge. 
It is not Pag that people 
should ery rationally of 
th ne sure of the things 


an 


spe spend 
Lue fad: ne 
of this world, and calmiy resign 
them up when th > made 
sensible they can no i Senate ene 
joy them? From being under 
distress of body, and realizing 
the certainty of death, people in 
a Christian land, without the 
aid of true godliness, may resign 
up their lives with great calm- 
ness, and do no more than many 
Acathens have done. And it- 
deed, it is not strange that some 


are 
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tof 
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who are totally unprepared for 
heavenly felicity should even 
possess great joy, from viewing 
themselves about to make so 
profitable an exchange as to #o 
from a state of pain and hepe- 
jess sorrow into a state of incf- 
fable slory and ver merecemenghe 


paawt 


paves 


has shown us y % readied of a 
sick-bed repentance. Among 
those who exhibit the greatest 
evidence ‘of a saving change in 
view of approac hinge death, rare 





indeed is the instance that this | 
evidence is not contradicted a- | 


mong those who are spared to 
recover. It naturally follows, 

3. That we have reason to 
conclude, that some who appear 
todie without a satisfactory evi- 
dence of their good estate, may 
meet with a happy change.— 
As we can give but little weight 


toa hope fhat is gained in the | 
heur of death, by one who has 


spent his whole life in sin, so 
Weare not called to give up those 
aslost who have lived a life of 
exemplary piety, even though 
they may die under great dark- 
hess and doubt. 
may be deceived respecting their 
cood'estate, why, on the other 
hand, may not the righicous be 
ceceived > The proper time to 
torn our judgment concerning 

hand ers in the sight of G a 
we have seen, is at an earlier 
beriod than at death. And 
must we not count him faithful 
who hath promised? “ For he 


! 
“thy 


said, J will never leave thee 
‘ iorsake thee. Nor = shall 
P| 1, mow 4 4 , 

wes them out Oo: My 
“ands., We may rest assured, 
wat Wherever there is a real 
Union iormed between 
the con hi mn bite. 71 
ne soul, wi ile in hic, it 


Y 

. 
Cannot be dicealye % death 
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As the wicked | 


Christ 


| for thy trutl 


4. Is life 2 more important 
season than death ;—ithen we 
ought to concern ourselves 
much more about. living than 
about dying. Should not the 
most important object command 
our most special atiention? If 
so, then, let the great inquiry 
22, how shall I live? Vhat 
shall I now do, that my soul 
may be saved? And not, how 
shall I die, that my last end may 
be like the righteous? Let it 
be our earnest solicitude, how 
shall I now discharge my indis- 
pensible duty! How shall I 
improve the precious moments 
of life and health? And not, 
how shali I improve the distres- 
sing moments of death? Re- 
flect how much more can be 
done to the honor of our Maker 
and blessed Saviour, in the scea- 
son of life, than at the distres- 
sing scene of death. Hence, 
said an ancient saint, “ Death 
cannot celebrate thee: they that 
vo down to neg pit cannot hope 
The living, the 
living, he shail praise thee, as I 


| do this day.” Hence the Apos- 
| tle beseeches us, by the mercy 





of God, that we present our bo- 
dies a living sacrifice. Would 
it be wise in a husbandman, 
who had retired to his field for 
the purpose of tilling his ground, 
for him to neglect his employ- 
ment and busy himself through 
the day in reflecting how he 
should return home at night ! 
If it would not, then we ought to 
concern ourselves much more 
about living than about dying. 
Hence, 

5. It appears, we are now 
pass! ng throuch the most inter- 
esting scene we sholl ever be- 
hold. Itis true we are not ad- 

vane’ ng through the dark valley 


of the shadow of death; nei- 
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ther are our ears saluted by the 
awful sound of the judgment 
trumpet; nor do we see the si- 
lent dead bursting from their 
tombs. The dreadful Judge is 
not yet saying, in view of the 
assembled universe, to those on 
the right hand, come ye blessed 
of my Father—neither is he 
pronouncing to those on the left 
hand, depart ye cursed into 
everlasting fire. These awful 
scenes are yetto come. Suill, 
the one through which we are | 
now passing is far more inter- | 
esting than either of them.— 
The present is the seasen on | 
which eternal life or endless 
misery is absolutely depending. 
It is acknowledged that these 
future scenes, which are before 
us, will be vastly solemn and 
trying; but reflect, that they 
will be joyful or dreadful ac- 
cordingly as we now lay the 
foundation. The books out of 
which we are to be judged are 
now filling up. Would ‘any 
one, therefore, have a view of 
the most momentous period of 
his existence, he need only look 
round him at the present mo- 
ment. The period has com- 
menced. The scene is now 
passing before our eyes! Oh, 
Jet us realize how greata thing 
it is to live ! 
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Great encouragement for Chris- 
tiams to labor for the conver- 
ston Of the heathen, founded on 
Matt. 111. 9. “ #or I say unio 
you, that Godis able of these 
stones, to raise up children 
unto Abrahan.” 


VEHE selfrichteous Jews pri- 
ded themselves greatly in 
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their descent from Abraham.— 
ere . . . | 
Phey claimed an exclusive right | 


[Noyv, 


| to the spiritual privileges of 


God’s people. John the Bap- 
tist, seeing their error and folly, 
addressed them thus, “ Think 
not to say, within yourselves, 
we have Abraham toour Father, 
for I say unto you, “ That Goj 
is able of these stones, to raise up 
children unto Abraham.” This 
passage denotes, that God js 
able to convert sinners, and 
to build up his church, fromthe 
most unpromising miaterials— 
And although it might have its 
accomplishment in the conver- 
sion of some of those hardened 
Jews, to whom John referred, 
was also illustrated in the suc- 
cess of the gospel, among idola- 
trous nations, under the minis. 
try of the Apostles, after Christ’s 
ascension into heaven. The 
Gentile nations had, for many 
ares successively, been invol- 
ved in the most dismal state of 
darkness, superstition and idol- 
atry. ‘They are represented as 
sitting in the region and shadon 
ef death. They committed every 
species of abomination of which 
they were capable. 

A very striking description is 
given of their character and 
conduct in the first chapter of 
Paul’s epistle to the Romais. 
They are represented as having 
“ changed the glory of the m- 
corruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible mam 
and to birds and four footed 
beasts and creeping things— 
They worshipped ail the hosts 
of heaven—offered their chi 
dren in sacrifice to their idols. 
Yea, paid their homage to De 
vils.* Indeed we cannot gail’ 
clearer idea of their charactely 
perhaps, in any part of the sa 
cred writings, than in Romais 
Ist chapter, and especially from 

* 3 Cor. x. 26, 
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of he 29th verse. Being filled 
p- with qll unrighteousness, wicked- 
ly. nessy COVCLOUSNESS, maliciousness, 
yy 

nk ull of EnvU, murder, debate, dce- 
S, til malignttty whisfierei "hake 
, jirers, haters of God, deapisefui, 
of oud, inventors Of evil things, 
if iissbedient to parents, wtthout 
is understanding, covenant breakers, 
is without manana affection, impila- 
1d cable, unmerciful. Yet among 


these abominable nations God 
mised up Many spiritual chil- 
dren unto Abr aham. 


rs Upon the preaching of the 
d cose], by the Apostles, multi- 
1, ues from among them were 


. converted to Christ—forscok 
\ the worship of their dumb idols 





‘= and demons—renounced their 
s filthy practices and horrid im- 
_ pieties, and became the humble, 
y penitent followers of Jesus 
: Christ, and the true worship- 
f pers of the living God. 
. Churches were gathered to 
Christ—the holy institutions of 
y the gospel, strictly observed, and 
j many souls trained up for hea- 
) ven, from those regions and 
shadow of death, where Satan’s 
5 seat had so eminently been, and 
where he had long led souls 


captive at his will. 

These marvellous effects of 

the gospel upon the minds of 

those once so inconcievably re- 

mote from all good, may serve 

isa very clear and striking il- 

lustration of the passage under 

: consideration, “For Isay unto 

? you, God is stile of these stones 

: ~ raise up children unto Abra- 
ham. 

Some useful inferences may 

be made from this subject. 

_ |. That Ministers and Chris- 

tans ought not to despair of the 

cra of sinners, in the 

Most senerate times. Nor 
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pondency, tho’ they have long 
labored and prayed for the re 

vival of God’s werk, seemingly 
almost in vain. Since God has 
so frequentiy of stones raised up 
children unto Abraliam, who can 
tell but this or that carciess or 
hardened sinner may yet be ar- 
rested in his course of impicty, 
and be made amonumentofsove- 
reign mercy? How often hay 

those who have spent their 
substance in riotous living, and 
long withstood the calls and 
warnings of the gospel, been 
brought to bow to the sceptre of 
Jesus of Nazareth? Many in- 
stances of the like natu: c, have 
taken place, in the late revivals 
of religion, in different places 
in these states. Numbers are 
now among the visible and the 
sincere foltiowers of Christ, who, 
for many years appeared as un- 
likely to become Christians, 
were there nothing more than 


mere human means, as the 
stones are to arise into living 
men. 


2. It may be inferred from 
this subject, that none should 
give up their attempts to Chris- 
tianize the heathen nations, tho’ 
their endeavors for that purpose 
have hitherto proved unsuccess- 
ful. Tho’ censiderable hath been 
attempted at different periods of 
time to propagate Christianity 
among the heathen nations in 
North-Amevica, yet who can 
point out the season when min- 
isters and Christians in general, 
have used their joint and perse- 
vering cfforts for the promotion 
of this great and blessed design. 
Have not those who prcicss to 
be Christians generally treated 
this important business with too 
much indifferency ? Have they 
not considered the Indian tribes 
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held more tian is mect, in re- 
gard to their charitable deeds, 
for the support of the Missiona- 
ries among them ? 

Is not God as able of these 
savages end barbarians, to raise 
up caildren unto 4braham, as he 


wee 
' aS 


to convert those in a simi- 
Jar condition, in the*days of the 
Aposiles Has the promise, 
that he will give his Son éhe 
heathen for his inherizance and the 


tle 
uttermos: farts ef the earth for 
4 - 
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been 


fis pisssescion, ever ac- 


complisiicd ii its fullest extent! | 


Then wo can determine what 


may not yet be effected for their 


salvation, if a 
dation should be laid, for the 
support of faithful preaches a- 
mong them ? 
the churches in the American 
States, aid this glorious design 
by their liberality and by their 
prayers, God may yet do won- 
derful things for their perishing 
souls. 

It is idle for the inhabitants 
of this fiourishing country, to 
plead their inability to contribute 
a sufficiency for this purpose, 
when so muc 
ly for the support of luxury and 
extravagance! It is truly an 
affecting thought, that the heath- 
en are going to perdition by 
hundreds, and by thousands, for 
the want of rclivious instruction, 


and yet multitudes are wasting 


large sums daily, for the grati- 
fication of their fleshiy lusts.— 
Nor will many persons spare a 
cent or lilt a finger to rescue 
the benighted Pagans from 
darkness and ruin ! 

such ought to take heed lest 
ist, at the last day, shall sen- 
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he was an hungered they gor, 
him no meat: Or because they 
refused to improve their wor), 
ly substance and Christian py, 
vileges, for the promotion of hj 
kingdom in the world, for which 
end every blessing, spiritual ang 
temporal, is granted to men. 

1 entreat you, O ye Chir 
tians of every denomination, ty 
take these thing's into serioy 
consideration, and think while 
you favored with a fulnes 
of the means of religious jy. 
struction, inultitudes of yoy 
fellow-men are perishing in si. 
tish ignorance. Consider, also, 
that the stall concerns and ihe 
little faine you take for their sii. 
vation, is a powerful witness oe 
guinst you, that you have buta 
smali estimation of the privileges 
and blessings of the gospel your. 
selves. Such persons as place 
a true value on their spiritual 
privileges, and have a proper 
estimate of their own souls, are 
always solicitous that their {cl- 
low creatures of every nation, 
kindred, tongue and_ people, 
should share with them in the 
great salvation. It is theirhearis 
desire and pfrrayer to God, that 
the gospel of Christ might save 


ore 
ain 


Sree courec, run and be glorified. 


If you thefefore have tasted and 
seen thai the Lord ia gracious; 
if you have become heirs of the 
purchased possession; if you 
have learnt the worth of you" 
own souls—-will not your bow- 
els yearn over the poor heathen: 
And will you not exert youl 
selves in every way, ia whic 
God in his word and providence 
directs, to promoie, if possible, 
so benevolent and so glorious et 
object as that of Chrisiianizing 


his presence, into everlast- | aud saving the heathen i ths 


c fire? 
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Leiter (0 @ Brother lately re- 
vered from sickness, 


DEAR BROTHER, 


hear that you have been very 

sick. From this, I can do 
less than offer to your con- 
deration a few serious refiec- 
‘ons. To glorify and enjoy our 
maker is the great end of our 
xistence. In this way, and in 
this only, May we rationally ex- 
ect any true and lasting happi- 
ess. Our state, by nature, is 
eplorable beyond all concep- 
tion, aud, unless we look well to 
the interest of our souls, the loss 
fthem will very soon teach us 
heir uuspeakable worth. You 

ill readily assent to all this, 
ut my great object, in this let- 
er,is to prevail with you to con- 
duct accordingly. 

When very young, you was 
rought down, by the provi- 
dence of God, to the borders of 
the grave. However, in his 
tener compassion he spared 
rour life, and restored you a- 
gin tohealth. Since that time, 

has followed you, every day, 
vith his goodness, and has not 
een unmindful of you, even 

‘an you was most forgetful of 
sim While his hand has been 
uid heavily upon thousands a- 
‘ound you, and many have been 
“ntdown to sleep in the dust, 
‘ou have been defended both 
sickness and death, and 
ve had cause, above mest 
eee of your acquaintance, to 
ar of the loving kindness of 
tke Lord. You have enjoyed 
“very hecessary advaltage for 
vtaining a saving know ted; ge of 


ud 


te truth, and laying a sure 


uncetion for future and eternal 
icity, Ged has not left you 
(to his nraiee 

ls praise alone be it spoken) 


4 Tul sO great lengths i ib exter ” 








nal impiety, as he has many 
youth at the present day. And 
this is not all; his spirit has 
often moved on your heart, and 
tenderly solicited you to be wise 
for yourself{—to accept freely an 
interest in that Saviour, whose 
blood alone cleanseth from all sin, 
and to share forever inthe unsear- 
chable riches of his kingdom.— 
I intreat you to think seriously 
on these and innumerable other 
instances of divine k indness, 
which I cannot now mention; 
then ask yourself this plain, but 
solemn question, What returns 
have I made to the Lord for these 
unspeakable favors? Will it be 
dealing with too much plainness 
tosay, that while you have of- 
fered a bleeding Saviour, the 

poor compliment ofa few exter- 

nal services, you have cruelly 

denied him a place in your 
heart? Whatanswer you are 
prepared to give to such queries 
as these, is best known to God 
and yourconscience. It is wor- 
thy of remark, that judgments 
as well as mercics proc ced from 
infinite kindness. As tho’ un- 
willing to let you alone, or to 
leave any method untried, which 
might be efiectual to your sal- 

vation, God has at length visited 
you with the rod of affliction — 
If 1 was rightly informed, you 
was brought down to the side of 
the pit; at least you had reason 
to apprehend, that your sick- 
ness would be unto death— 
What now would be your state 
had you gone a litde farther, 
and launched into eternity ?— 
Why did you not take the other 
step, and bid the world, your 


friends and all farewell? Was 
it because you had the keys oi 
death in your own hat vl, and 
could go or stay at pleasure ¢ 
Oh, how aston ishi 


ing the good- 
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ness and forbearance of God !— 
he is infinitely gracious to the 
evil and unthankful, or long be- 
fore now we should have been 
plungedin the depths of despair. 

But what kind of improve- 
ment do you intend to make of 
the late alarming dispensation 
of Providence towards you! I 
see not on what pretence you 
can receive it as any other than 
the voice of God, loudly pro- 
claiming to you the vanity of the 
world, and warning you to make 
haste in securing that beiter 
part which death itself cannot 
take from you. When groan- 
ing under the violence of a dis- 
ease, Which threatened your dis- 


solution, did you not resoive, 


that, if spared, you would never . 


be overtaken again by sickness 
unprepared for death? What- 
ever your thoughts might be, it 
will ceriainly be folly and even 
madness not to seck first the 
kingdom of God and his righ- 
teousness. Very soon, you must 
be, not on a sick bed, but in the 
silent grave. 

In view of these reflections, 


dare you indulge the thought of 


living a single day in a careless 
neglect of your soul? But 
should you do it for 
years, and then ona sick bed, 
should be alarmed with the ap- 
prehensions of appearing before 
your judge, and with a view of 
your aggravated guilt, could you 
forgive yourself or expect for- 

giveness from your abused Sove- 

reign, for having neglected your 
present opportunities, and dis- 
regarded the late admonitien of 
Providence? What your views 
or resolutions are at this time, I 
know not, God knoweih. Not 
to regard the advice of an af- 
fectionate brother will be un- 
grateful ; but this is unworthy 
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a bumber of 
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to be mentioned ot even thousty 
of in comparison of that shock 
ing ingratitude, which you yj 
be guilty of to the kind bestow 
of all good, unless you imn, 
diately chuse him for your (aq 
and portion. 

Your brother and sincer 

friend. 
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A Letter toa new married coupi 
Jrom a Brother. 


DEAR BROTHER & sister, 


oe ing is atestimony 
of my affectionate concem 
for your w elfare and happiness, 
United in a most important rel 
tion, one to another, you will 
probably be partners of cac! 
other’s joys and sorrows, till the 
bonds, by which you are con 
nected, shall be broken by the 
hand of death. The mutul 
happiness of the sexes is ont 
important end, designed in the 
marriage Aen ; nor willit 
ordinarily fail of being answerel, 
unless by some criminal fault in 
the parties united. ‘To them,i 
is, therefore, exceedingly in 
portant, that neither of then 
should do any thing to plant, o 
nourish the seeds of misery 
Every wise precaution shoul 
be used to prevent the begit 
ning of evil. Multitudes, su 
rounded by many circumstuics 
favorable to a life of happins 
are miserable ina great mcr 
sure, threugh their own fault- 
Did these who enter the md: 
riage reiation begin “a perst: 
vere, as they ought, in a firm 
SO atlas to promote eath other 
happiness, in every way consis 
ent with a good conscien ce, te 
bitter plant of domestic mist 
would be nip ped in the bu vk 
would not spring up and flouris 
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as ii now does, and bring forth 
fyit an hundred fold. The 
avenues to domestic wretched- 
ness are exceedingly numerous. 
An unguarded expression, where 
ao evil was intended, or even 
thous cht of, has, sometimes, giv- 
on Tse t.2 tide of miseries suf- 





ficient to deluge whole families 
‘nirretricvable ruin. In reeard 
to this mi atter, itis highly import- 
ant.therefore, to shun the appear- 
wed evil. If possible, noth- 
«should ever be done which 
rill express the least want of 
that solid affection which the 
parties have an absolute right to 
expect one from anothe: A 
small degree of this may create 
the most uncomfortable : fe clings 
and lead on to a train of evils 
which will not end even in the 
crave, but last, in their deplora- 
bleconsequences, through anim- 
ortz! existance. “Those, there- 
fore. who think they stand safe- 
vin regard to this matter, will 
do well to take heed, lest they 
oe 
Hut there isa more d 


*oneetinns 
i » 


ceply in- 
subject, which must 
he passed over in silent neg- 
When I look over into 
nity, your present happiness, 
idevedbyitsclfis stripped of 
unportance. The life we 
‘live inthe flesh, is of very 

‘le value, for any thing, but to 
pare for another state. 
natever may be your thoughts 
you are swiftly 
tening to a world of unseen 
tics. A preparation for your 
“ure therefore, ought to be 
‘first and chief object of at- 
on. While this is neglect- 
‘|, however ple: asing your situa- 
nh a this lite, vou still can have 
10 YoGonal prospect of substan- 
il Sdicity It is sought by 


ee Pe 
macter, 


' 





days, alas! in Mie road to endless 


pain. Do you believe this ?— 
Doubtless you do. And is 
not madness in their hearts 


while they live? You answer, 
“ Yes certainly it is.” Can you 
then be ; petty of imitating their 
example ? fam sorry to think 
of believing it. In many in- 
ene eee are very sensi! 
the distance between a marria 
bed and a dying bed is small i in- 
deed. The natural inference is, 
how important to be immediate - 
ly and always ready! How 
great isthe hazard of dclay in a 
matter so deeply interesting! 
tiow insupportable must Bethe 
bitterness of parting, should one 
of you be called away, wit hout 
leavine the other a_ rational 
eroundoefhopc! 'Thosewhomourn 
without hope are unhappy mour- 
ners indeed. But for this as 
well us all other evils there is a 
remedy. Were it applied, death 
would not be the terrible and 
unwelcome messenger, which he 
now is, either to the living or 
dying. Nor is the application 
agar or ungrateful, if there 
conly a willing mind. What 
God require sis a most reason- 
able service. It would be act- 
ing the part of wisdom to serve 
him, and of extreme folly to do 
otherwise, were no punishment 
prepared for the wicked. Wis- 
dom’s waysare pleasant in them- 
selves, and not mere ‘ly because 
they furnish an escape from fu- 
ture pain. And can you cx- 
pect a season more convenient 
than the present for beginning 
to prosecute the great bt isiness 
of life? Any bettcr opportr- 
nity for becoming 
‘hrist in goed carnest ! ? Ifyou 
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justly fear lest he should laugh 
et your calamity, and disregard 
yourcry, when trouble cometh. 
Had i therefore but one request 
to 1uake to you, whether in 
perfect health, or sinking in the 
embraces of death, it should be 
this, that you immediately make 
your peace with God and en- 
gage in his service. The bare 
thought of being at enmity a- 
gainst the author of our exis- 
tence and of all the good we ex- 
pect er enjoy, is shocking in- 
deed. Now is the time to be 
reconciled—to-morrow may be 
forever too late. ifthe price in 
your hands to gct wisdom be fi- 
nally misimproved, as doubtless 
it will by very many, what a 
cloud of witnesses will rise a- 
gainst you, on the day of deci- 
sive trial ? 

What vou have now been 
reading will probably then come 
into remembrance, and, if mis- 
improved, will sharpen the 
stings of a self-condemning con- 
scicnce. But that the God of 
grace may give you the wisdom, 
which is from above, and 
ble you to live usefully 
peaceably is the earnest 
of yours sincerely. 


_—— 


4, neoe agvan “9 — - of 
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Physician, in the County of 


fairfield, to kis children, dee 
livered on his death decd. 


my children who are 

living are all present, cx- 

cept one, and as there is not the 
least probability that 1 shall ever 
ivain see so Many of them to- 
‘ether, and no probability of my 

ver again seeing one who is 
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stant gountry., i now undere- 
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But before I proceed to advix 
you, I must say somcthing re. 
lative to myself. 1 conside 
myself as having done with mor. 
tal things, and all to come js 
vast, boundless and endless cter. 
nity. For several years past my 
mind has been fixed on death 
and judgment. They are noy 
brought near and in some me- 
sure realized. But to give you 
the feelings I have on these ay. 
ful subjects is altogether be. 
yond the power of language.— 
When millions of years multi 
plied by millions have elapsed | 
shall be no nearer the end of my 
existence than I am now. What 
then must be my condition if] 
ain cast out of the favorable pre- 
sence of God ? 

Previous to the death of you 
eldest sister, I thought I had, in 
a good measure, discharged my 
duty to my children with re- 
gard to their spiritual concerns. 
But alas! Ithen found my great 
mistake, and resolved that | 
would ever after be more care- 
ful to bring up the remainder oi 
my childven in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. But 
ihe cares of the world, my i 
cessant hurry in my professicn, 
and my love of literature (wiica 
Thada moment’s leisure) pre 
vented putting my resolution 1 
practice as I cught to have done 
And now with heartfelt anxiety 
and regret, I have to lament mj 
great negligence. 

My children are as dear te 
me as my life. What then must 
be my feelings with respect W 
their future happiness‘ And 
what can I say upon the sub 
ject? I can only say, remem- 
ber now your creator in te 
days of your youth. First sets 
the kingdom of God and the 
righicousness thereof, and othe! 
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things shall be added to you.— 
Strive to enter in at the straight 
ate; for straight is the gate 
and narrow the way which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be 
who find it. Give all possible 
diligence to make your calling 
andelection sure. Not that you 
can merit your own salvation. 
All that you can do is to pros- 
trate yourselves before the Great 
Supreme, and beseech him to 
have mercy on you. 


Most of you have families, 
and the others may hereafter 
have them. Let me, therefore, 
exhort you to constant family 
rayer for the benefit of your- 
selves and children ; and to con- 
stant secret prayer for the salva- 
tion of your own souls. What 
would it profit a man if he should 
gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul; or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his 
soul? If one of your children 
should live to adult years and 
then die; and you had never 
prayed with it nor for it, the re- 
flections which would wound 
and sting your heart, would be 
next tothe worm that never dies 
and the fire which is never 
quenched. Each of you carry 
in your bosom an immortal 
part, destined to endless exis- 
tence, and of more worth than 
ten thousand such worlds as this. 
Oh! then be admonished to flee 
‘rom the wrath to come, and lay 
hold on eternal life. 


To persons of your age the 
iic Oliman seems long. Seven- 
y years look at a great distance. 
Hutitis a mistake. IJ have tri- 
‘athe experiment, and find it a 
taper, a shadow. Man that 

born of a woman is of few 
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il of trouble. He 
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is cut down. He flceth also as 
a shadow and continucth not. 
We must all very soon ap- 
pear before the awful tribunal of 
Christ. And what if myself 
with some of you should be cast 
into utter darkness; and you 
should say, if my father had 
done his cuty towards me I 
should not have come into this 
place of torment? Oh, dread- 
ful! inexpressibly dreadful tho’t! 
Ican add no more, only my 
dying prayer for mercy and for- 
giveness ; and that the merits of 
the great Redeemer may pre- 
vent our everlasting destruction 
and bring us all at «he great day 
to meet together in the New 
Jerusalem / 

When I have passed through 
the dark valley of the shadow of 
death, and am covered with the 
clods of the valley, and my body 
is enrapt in cold marble, the 
above hints may be of great 
use to each of you. 

The advice given me by my 
mother on her death bed, tho’ 
much neglected in middle life, 
has of latter years been of very 
great use to me. My mother, 
in some of her last moments, 
said to me, tho’ you are so near 
my heart, yet, at the last day, 
if you should be cast off, I shall 
doubtless glorify the sentence of 
God in your perdition ; because 
the judge of all the earth will 
do right. 

Sabbath Evening, July 2 

24th, 1804. 
-_—2s +a 
From the Christian Observer. 
Extracts from the Comuion- 
Place Book of a Country 
Ciergyman. 


ON BELIGIOUS AFFECTIONS. 
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glance ; but which requires nice | 


and accurate management, with 
assiduous labor and cukivation, 
to make it a useful and safe 
guide to us, in avoiding error, 
and arriving: attruth. itis not, 
like the senses of the body, per- 
fect at once; but, like a dia- 
mond in iis natural state, it is 
put rough into our hands to pol- 
ish and improve by art and care. 
So much is this the « 

the improrement of our reason 
is taught by rule, and learnt as a 
science. 

Nothing more than the ap- 
plication of this remark is need- 
ful to confound our common in- 
fidels. Do they talk of their 
reason not suffering them to 
embrace Christianity ? Let us 
ask them, whether they have 
made aright use of reason in de- 
termining the question. Have 
they practised all the rules 
which logicians lay 
the government of the under- 
standing in its enquiries after 
truth ? Have they cautiously 


the influence of the paseen in 
this business; and that more 
especially, because here more 
than any where, it may be ex- 
pected to prevail unless great 
care be taken! Have they turn- 
ed the subject on all sides, and 


considered it in all its parts; | 


not satisfying themselves with 
a hasty, irregular and partial 
examination? These questions 
could not fail to silence them, 
if they had either sense or mo- 
desty. The gener: ai ran of in- 
fidels are no lJogicians, 
those who are, how few, 
ing honestly, will say, that they 
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are conscious that they | 
done to other matters of sc lena 

Jt certainly affords a pre: sump. 
tion in favor of Christianity, the 
those men who have been mog 
famous in the world for the cy). 
tivation of their intellectual! pow: 
ers, and are acknowledged on qi 
sides to have carried the jp. 
provement of them to the ere. 
est height, have been sinccy 
believers, and warm defends 
ofthis religion. 
ON SIN, AS AN OFFENCE 4G 

GOD. 

How little perception is ther 
even in the Christian world, of 
the evil of Siz, as it isa trans 


‘ ‘ io 
| gression of God’s law ! Thea. 


thority of God is little contem- 
plated. If a man’s conscience 
reprove him for some vicious 
act, it is because of the irrecv 


| larity and turpitude he sees in 
down for | 


it, or on account of the injuy 
which it may do to society ; bn 
that which is the grand aggra\ 
of the crime—its bewy 
done against the will and a 
thority of God, and therefore: an 
act of rebellion—is little tho’ 0 
and little affects the consciciie. 
That this is yenny the case By 


those peo} nle 1 w “ pass for ape 
moral characters in rach world 
Commncenny regulate t! 

duct by considerations of mor 
fitness or unfitness, whl ich é art 
wholly independent of the ¢iv'n 
command or prohibition. W hat 
merely stands on God's ai! 
ity they sce little evil 1; ‘ 
have no great scruple ale 
ing or not doing. The. 
ome or humour, the least } 
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sve of obeying or disobeying 
God. Hence, to most persons, 
Adam’s sin seems a trifle, be- 
cquse committed only against a 
positive command ; and the neg- 
lect of religious ordinances, or 
the breach of the Sabbath, for 
the same reason, gives little un- 
easiness to their consciences. 
In the presence of temptation 
they are not restrained by 
Joseph’s consideration, “ How 
shall 1 do this great wickedness, 
ond sin against God 2” ~=And in 
their repentance—if they ever 
do repent of any thing they 
have done—-they are far from 
the sentiment and feeling of 
David, “ Against Thee only 
have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight.” David had 
sinned against mam as well as 
God; but the thought of his sin 
as an act of daring impiety and 
rebellion against God, swallow- 
cd up, at the moment, every 
ther conskleration, His crime 
wes tus seen in its highest ag- 
gration, and painted to his 
mud in colors so black and hi- 
ceous, a8 to conceal the lighter 
ilades of the sad picture, and 
prevent, so to speak, his perceiv- 
ng them. 

*) THE CONDUCT, AS AN INDEX 

TO THE HEARTY. 

WEN we exhort men to ex- 
‘tae themselves by their coz- 
uty it is only as thatis an in- 
wxtothe state of the heari— 
the state and disposition of the 

crt determines the character, 
shd beine visible to Ged, is that 
»y Which his judement of us is 
vrmed, We can judge of oth- 

only by external appearan- 
Cs, but of ourselves our judg- 
ment should be, as much as 
bossible, guided by that of God. 
““terpal actions ave not always 
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true indexes to the state of the 
mind, because good actions may 
proceed from bad principles.— 
With other men’s /rincifiles in- 
deed, we have comparatively 
little te do. While their ac- 
tions are good, and society sus- 
tains no injury, from a charita- 
ble though erroneous judgment 
of them, little inconvenience can 
result; but in our own Case, a 
mistake is fatal. 

How great then is the folly of 
those who judge of themselves 
only by their outward conduct! 
Preach against drunkenness, or 
other overt acts of sin, and every 
one who, from whatever cause, 
can acquit himself of the prac- 
tice condemned, presently con- 
cludes in favor of his general 
character. In like manner, 
when specific duties and virtues 
are inculcated, if,’so far as con- 
cerns the outward matter and 
form of them, the man think 
himself blameless, the same 
flattering conclusion follows— 
Hence at is, that so many per- 
sous dislike clese appeals to the 
heart, and are ready to oppose 
such as use them with—** He 
that doeth righteousness is righ- 
teous’—* By their fruiis ye 

know them,” &c. “ If,” 
say they, “the fruit be good, is 
net the tree good’ Can you 
know the quality of the tree by 
any other sign /’—No! and no 
better test need be required, 
provided you understand the 
terms you make useof. What 
do you mean by ecod fruit? 
Such as is fair ond beautiful on 
‘hen you 
might chance to find your death 
in acting upon this principle ; 
for there are many poisonous 
trees in the world, which bear a 
beautiful tempting fruit, 


shall 
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ful to the smell—perhaps, also 
to the taste, but it is not unfre- 
uently found, that the same 
ut which looks well, on being 
cut up, turns out to be corrupted 
and bad within. Just so it is 
with moral fruit. Examine it 
skiliully—see whether it be 
‘thi aploy the pro- 
ascertaining 

“ood 
if it abide 
that, being 


} 
‘ 
p 
" 


va tM 
>the tree to 


outward ap- 

ay more than a na- 

would, who was apply- 
ing the same rule to the produc- 
tions of the orchard or the car- 
den. A fruit corrupt within, 


and beautiful without, is the em- 
blem of a hypocrite. 


YY *; ’ ha 
Lette , Srom th Aas Societ? — 
‘ , , a 
“Addressed to the AMfisstonery 
Society in London, 


OU had the goodness, dear 
brethren, to request a list 

beings sent you of the towns and 
provinces throueh which our 
Society extends ; as also a pla: 
of our proceedines; and bees 
one to three copies of our Peri- 
odical Publications from the be- 
girning of our activity as a body. 
Weare hanny to gratify 
vish, as far as in our power 
and, in return for your very 
ceptable present of the Evanecl- 


: ‘ ; 
ical Magazine, send ye 
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count of the views and the or. 
ganization of our Society ; which 
in the main, continues unalte red 
to this day, except what jn. 
provemenis have been sugges. 
ed by experience, or the cir. 
cumstances of the times. As) 
specimen of our communic 
tions, which circulate in manv 
script only, we subjoin those of 
the nineteenth year of the Socie. 
ty; and in case you should 
think it worth your while, we 
would order those of the pr. 
ceding cighteen years to bs 
copied likewise ; which, hovw- 
»attened with con- 


On (X/, } } 
se. Ve shouk 


‘ 
1 . } 
been giad to send you, a 


‘ast, two copies of our p sfc Cae 
tions ; but those 
94 are quite out ¢ 
is it in our 


second edilion, 2s the complica: 
| 


power roduce a 
i 
ted calamitics of war, murrain 
and sc areity, have 1 ‘ Stie 
contributions of our poor Six ends 
rather less than what they v 
to be; whilst the expenses of 
printing have risen, and, in gene 
ral, our Society has to mee 
ereater wants. The nature oi 
our plan is best to be learnt 
from our publications. Here v 
bee Icave to draw just a [ew 
oullines, beginning with ot 
} 4 views —s 
The basis of our Agree 
is our obligation to edifi 
, . ii 7 haly 
enother in our most jo 
according to the unerring 
of God and the gospel ¢ 
and Saviour 
whose footst 
encourag 
mint 
him faithfully 
7 : N 1 ill 
cuiv and desire. Nor Wi 
. . . 4 1 rn 
* ourseives tO De Give 
this purpose by any ob- 
ed by the 


pale Yay raise 
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adherents of the new philosophy 
or the votaries of infidelity, as 
millions, and, God be praised ! 
we ourselves have experienced 
the efficacy of that faith, which 
is the victory over sin, the world, 
Satan and hell, and which alone 
is able to form men of God, rea- 
dy to serve him in this world, 
aid it to meet him in the next. 
To preserve this faith of our 
ancestors, Which alone canmake 
us good, holy, and happy in life 
und death, shall be our final 
fim. 

2. We wish, agreeably to our 
duty, to direct the attention of 
Christendom to the signs of our 
times, Which are so very extra- 
ordinary, Whether we consider 
them with a view to the church 
of Christ, or in reference to the 
kingdoms of this world. We 
will comfort, advise and strength- 
en one another, in order to hold 
fast the patience and faith of the 
saints, lest when the Lord com- 
eth, we be found in the number 
of the foolish virgins. 

3. Ina particular manner we 
will make it our concern, to 

trengthen the ties of brotherly 
love between ourselves, by means 
of mutual communication and 
participation in temporals and 
spirituals, lest the adversary 
should disturb our bond of u- 
nion, At the same time, be it 
far from us to overlook the good 
that is to be perceived in any 
other Christian dénomination ; 
vulmore especially in those les- 
ser flecks of grace that aim at 
being children of God in reality. 
4. We consider it as a prin- 
cipal concern of ours to co-ope- 
ratey as much as we are ena- 
bled to do towards realizing the 
hope of Zion, viz. the conver- 
‘won of the Gentiles: and whilst 
We rejoice at all that has been 
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done, in this respect, since the 
beginning of the last century, 
we cannot help admiring the 
hand of the Lord in those phe- 
nomina in which you, dearest 
brethren of England, have borre 
so considerable a share, consid- 
ering them as the dawning of 
the approaching kingdom of 
God, and comforting ourselves 
with these things, as with sweet 
and powerful cordials against 
the benumbing influence of the 
spirit of our awful times. To 
take an active and praying share 
in all Missionary exertions, is 
our sacred delight; and, we 
trust, the seed, which is now 
sprinkled with our tears, will 
rise in an harvest of everlast- 
ing joy, though we should not 
Witness its maturity in thie 
world. 

5. As there is always, but 
more especially in our day, an 
enormous mass of misery in the 
world, under which _ believers, 
no less than unbelievers, groan, 
(the latter of whom we ought 
still to love as our neighbors, i. e. 
our ownselves) so we consider 
ourselves bound to alleviate the 
same to the utmost of our pow- 
er, lightening the burden of our 
fellow-captives in this world, 
seeing we too are in the same 
state of imprisonment. 

6. The dispersing of reli- 
gious tracts, by means of a 
printing-office at Nurenberg, is 
also amongst our views ; but we 
are sorry to state, that, through 
the scantiness of our means, 
this method has not been so 
productive of fruit as otherwise 
it might have been. 

7. We finally think it our 
duty to stand ready as servants 
of the Lord, to improve every 1n- 
timation of his will he may be 
pleased to give us; and, we trust, 

a 
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we are 
thing for the honor of his name. 
How far we have been success- 
ful in obtaining a part of what we 
have stated to be our views, the: 
Lord alone is able to decide. — 


Letier froin the Basil Society. 


willing to become any | aa and a secretary, 


If we look upon our own per- | 


formance, we are forced to cry 
out, * Lord be merciful to us 
unprofitable servants !? But 
whenever we contemplate what 
the Lord has done for us, in the 
course of twenty years, we have 
great reason to exult in 


his mer- | 


| 
| 
{ 
{ 
t 


| tled. 


c.es, and to ascribe honor to his | 


name. He has not only 
tected and preserved us, but in- 
ereased and blessed us abun- 
dantiy. Since the beginning of | 
the revolition, new ten years 
ago, and still more since the be- 
ginning * the war, cight years 
apo, Our: as a body, and | 
many individuals belonging to 


. 
Of Licty 


great distress and danger. Last 
year, but especially this 
eur cemtre, the town of Bas 
has been threatened with 


I 
ce- 
Lord has dus; nor will he 
Jay any burden on our 
ders, wat what he wiil enable us 
to beur ; therefore, praising him 
for the pac t, and trusting for the 
rest, surrender ourselves 
wholly up to him. You, dear 
brethren, will joi us in suppli- | 
cating his compassion, as long 
as this time of trouble shall con- 
tinue to afiect us; nor at any 
time refuse us an interest in 
your prayers. We now beg 
leave to subsiit to your laspec- 
tion a list of the places where 
we have formed connections. 

The main body ef our Society 
resides in Switzerland and Ger- 
many, and, as has been mention- 
ed, Basil constitutes our centre, 
whence a committee of 


helne 
study - 


we 


fear 


pro- | 


} 


| or 


[No v 


di- 

ect the whole concern. The 
secretary receives all the ietters, 
accounts, and materials for our 
publications. Twice a month 
we mect, when the session aj- 
ways lasts three hours; curing 
which extracts of lettersare read, 
queries discussed, and all that 
refers in any wise to the welfare 
of our Society, or the accom- 
plishment of our views, is set- 
Every session is opened 
and concluded with prayer ; and 
Wwe can say in truth, that we 
never separate without having 


-xitr 


| enjoyed a blessing for our hearts, 


eceived a piece of inform:- 
tion highly interesting for the 
kingdom of God. Occurrences 
of consequence often occasion 
an extraordinary meeting ofthe 
committee. Every member has 


his own department assigned to 
the same, came frequenily into | 


| 


' 
year, | 


‘ 
449 | 


eh e ul- 


| 
| 
; 
| 


} 


} 


| cal 
struction: h Owevers hitherto the | 


him; those among us that be- 
long tothe clergy, care for that 
part of our afiairs which re- 
quires learning and Theologi- 
knowledge ; whilst the rest, 
chicily merchants, manage the 
external concerns. ‘The secre- 

tary’s business is to carry on the 
correspondence, and to prepare 
manuscripts for the press, or to 
forward our publications accorc- 
ing to direction ; but so that he 
constantly acts under the control 
of the members of the commit- 
tec. Of these we va leave to 


‘name one; namely, our vene- 


rable friend Henry Brenner, 4 


| person eighty years old, and 
| who for upwards of forty years 


has consecrated his time and his 
property to the service of our 
adorable Lord; who keeps an 
open purse and house for all rea 
children of God ; and still con- 


| tinues to promote the i nterestsof 
'our Society, as well as the wel- 


seven | fare of his fellow-creatures 2 
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larges without relaxation. Be- 
sides the members of our com- 
mittee, there are in and about 
Basil upwards of one hundred 
associates and friends ; and a- 
mong them eight ministers, ail 
of whom can produce from their 
congregations living proofs of 
their ministry 5 and who preach 
redemption, through the blood 
of Jesus. In and about Basil, 
as also in other cantons, there 
areulso jlourishing branches of 
the church of Christ, that stand 
ina blessed cennection with 
the United Brethren; and are 
cared for by srethren from the 
larger congregations in Ger- 
many. 

Tothe central Society at Ba- 
sil, are attached subordinate 
flocks and individuals at Bern 
Zurich, Schafhousen, St. Gall, 
Winterthur, Arav, Zofingen, 
Wiedlisbach, and other inferior 
places in Switzerland. We also 
are acquainted with a good man 
at Lucerne (a Romish canton) 
where, it seems, there remains 
aquiet but living sced of Chris- 
tians, from the time when, in 
the beginning of the last century, 
the rage of Popish priests bro’t 
a wiiness of the Lord to the 
stake. We are also connected 
with an excellent servant of 
Christ in the country of the Gri- 
sons, though we are sorry to 
have been deprived of late of the 
blessings to be derived from 
our feliowship with him, by the 
roubles of the war. So much 
we anaes that for the “p fifty 
years past, there has been a con- 

ccrable number of ae evan- 
vcHical souls in the Grisons ; 
and a part of their ministers 

nite cordially with the annual 


‘inisters’ Conference at Herrn- 
Sut. 
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formed several provincial Secic- 
ties, much on the same plan as 
our central. One of the most 
considerable, is at Stuigard. the 
capital of the dukedom of Wur- 
temberg ; upwards of fifty pia- 
ces being connected with it. In 
general, it may be said, that 
there is a great werk of Ged in 
that country, where, ever since 
the reformation of Luther, able 
instruments have heen raised up 
by the Lord, to maintain the 
truth of the gospel ; and to this 
very day, there are upwards of 
109 gospel-preachers scattered 
over that neighborhood : some 
of whom spread the t 
merely in their own parishes, 
but influence the public at large, 
by the productions of their verr 
able pens. In consequence of 
this hapj py constellation of faith- 
ful witnesses, there are yct ma- 
ny thousands m those part $3 Who 
can put their seal to the truth, 
and actually confess that Jesus 
is the Lord, tothe glory of God 
the Father. In some parishes 
there are little flocks of 100, 
200, and 300 united souls, that 
meet with a view to encourage 
each other to proceed in the 
paths of peace and eternal gio- 
ry; and much might be said on 
this head, if we durst incuige 
in what might seem prolixity. 
D. Urisperger, formerly of 
Ausburg, now of Oecttingen, 
whom twenty years ago the 
Lord called to be a peculiar 
instrument in his hands, and 
who is to be considered as the 
founder of our Seciety, for the 
good of which, he undertook 
éven 2 journey to London, !s 
still alive, and blessediy employ- 
edin the work of the Lord.— 
On his journey to London, he 
formed in your metropolis a 
Society headed by the Rev. 


truth sot 
aeuas n 
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Mr. Lampert, minister of the 
German chapel at the Savoy ; 
which, however, by the early 
death of the latter, seems to 
have lost its consistency. 
Another Society, less nume- 
rous, but remarkable on account 
of its several excellent members, 
is at Nurenberg: this is the 
source of several subordinate 
flocks in Franconia. Amongst 


Basil Society. [Noy, 
poser of the Antichristian spirit, 
being of their number. 

A fourth Society rose gradu. 
ally in Saxony, where Luther’s 
reformation began, which pour- 
ed so great a light over the 
world. Dresden is the focus of 
our connections there. In that 
country there is still a great 
number of people of all ranks, 
from the minister in the cabj- 





its constituents are two men so 
richly endowed with gracious 
gifts, that we cannot be sufli- | 
ciently grateful for such a pre- 
sent from the hand ofthe Lord. 
One of them assists us with 
most valuable manuscripts, full 
of scriptural knowledge, and en- 
riched by the results of an un- 
common experience every 


, 


word, as it were, breathing pow- | 


er and love. Being by trade a 
merchant, he travels twice a 
year into the Austrian provin- 
ces, as far as Transylvania, and 
never returns without having 
scattered his presents all over 
the country through which he 
passes: schools and churches, 
as well as individuals, partake of 
his bounty. He makes it his 
business to distribute godly 
books; and will enter the mean- 
est hut, on the road, to speak 
the word of salvation to great 
and small. Though happy in 
this course of well-doing, he 
wishes for more ample means to 
extend his usefulness still far- 
ther. 

A third provincial Soeicty ex- 
ists at l’rankfort on the Main, in 
connection with Wetzlar, Gies- 
sen, — Marbure, &c. 
Scveral ministers, known as au- 
thors, are eulie the associates: 
onc of the most celebrated wri- 
ters of the day, Professor Yung, 
of Marburg, a bold confessor of 
Jesus, and the most popular gp- | 


, net down to the day-labourer, 
| who are not ashamed of the gos. 
pel of Jesus Christ, but think it 
their duty to profess him in 
word, and walk before a wicked 
generation. 

A fifth connection we have at 
Elberfeld and Dusseldorf. At 
the latter place there is a com- 
| pany of young mechanics, that 
have agreed to put by every 
week a trifle of their savings, 
with a view to assist in support- 
ing the glorious Missionary 
cause. 

A sixth Society centres at 
Osnabruck. 

A seventh Wernigerade, 
which for a long time has been 
favored particularly, with being 
governed by an_ illustrious ‘and 
truly pious family ; in conse- 
quence of which, much good is 
to be met with among all classes 
of people in that little county. 

In the Prussian dominions, 
where light and darkness are 
stronger contrasted than any 
where &tse in Germany, we have 
six provincial Societies, viz. 

Ist, At Berlin, where the 
number of real children of God, 
among different denominations, 
amounts to one thousand at 
least. 2d, At Breslau, in Sile- 
sia. Sd, At Prensiau, in Pom- 
erania ; where the Spirit of the 
Lord has imparted t to a common 
taylor great gifts for the editica- 
tion of many. 4th, At Bicle. 


| 
| 
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id, inthe county of Ravens- 
perg. thy At Leer, in East 
Friesland, where a respectable 
number of gospel ministers have 
joined Us. 

We only mention the central 
saces; to which it is to be un- 
jerstood many more belong. 

since Joseph IT. (of immortal 
memory) gave more religious 
iberty to the Protestants in the 
Austrian dominions (till then 
greatly oppressed) several hund- 
nd Protestant Congregations 
have been settled throughout 
Austria, Carinthia, Styria, Hun- 
ary, and ‘Transylvania ; and 
those that existed previously, 
have been greatly increased. 
Through the good providence of 
God, many truly converted men 
fom our parts, some ministers, 
others people of the lowest rank, 
but full of the Holy Spirit, have 
ken sent to those places, but 


thiely to Inner Austria ; by 
the labours of whom a fire of 
fith and love has been kindled, 
which continues to blaze unpar- 


dled to this day. ‘To these 
cugregations the Lord has 
chielly directed our attention ; 
ad partly by means of eur above 
mentioned brother in the mer- 
cantile line, we have been ena- 
ikd to furnish them with mon- 
ty and books, such as Hymn- 
tooks, Bibles, New Testaments : 
linusands of which, together 
vith our own publications, have 
eel sent thither. Concerning 
lungary and Transylvania, we 
at enabled to boast of several 
‘orthy friends"among the Pro- 
“at ministers there ; and, no 
“sty Much more good is there 
be found than we can possi- 
Y De aware of at such a dis- 


fonea . ‘ 

‘ice. In Bohemia we have no 

athipygint- - . 
‘amance ; but our friend, 

the OD 


“sev. Mr, Heinrich, of Rei- 
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bersdof, in Upper Lusatia, writes 
in a letter of March 16, 1798, as 
follows :—“ V'rom a principle of 
charity and compassion, I have 
made it my study, for these 
several ycar's, to trace the good 
tobe met with inthe Roman 
Catholic Church, which I am 
the better enabled to do, as I 
border upon Bohemia. Is it 
possible that so respectable a 
society of men,, redeemed by 
and baptized into Jesus’ death, 
should be quite void of light, 
grace, and experience of the 
love of Christ? God forbid! 
Though their distinguishing 
doctrines, resting merely on the 
authority of Councils, running 
contrary to holy writ, admit of 
no coalition of churches, yet I 
find individuals extremely sus- 
ceptible of the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. There are amongst 
them bishops and priests of clear 
discernment in gospel matters ; 
there are laymen, especially in 
the lower ranks of society, 
whose thoughts hinge chiefly 
upon Jesus Christ and his atone- 
ment. ‘They have prayers and 
hymns, that one cannot possibly 
read without feeling a tender 
love to our Saviour kindling in 
our breast. Their expressions 
betray frequently a heart absor- 
bed in the love of Christ, and 
baptized into one spirit with him. 
His blood-bought grace is con- 
sidered by them as being of in- 
finite more value than the cele- 
bration of Mass; sinners’ tears 
better than oral confession ; and 
the humble appropriation of his 
Ceath, beyond comparison, su- 
perior to the sprinkling with 
holy water. Ever since they 
have been permitted, and in cer- 
tain instances encouraged, to 
read the ible, which some of 


at 


their own) ministers have desired 
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them to doy a more rcasonable 
worship is gaining the upper- 
hand with them ; and their be- 
lief is less surcharged with su- 
perstition. The zeal, respect, 
and devotion displayed in their 
places of worship, suggest a 
charitable hope, that our Sa- 
viour has a greater portion in 
their affections than atthe first 
thought we are willing to adniit. 
This is confirmed by those bis- 

graph ies, appearing from time 
10 time, of Roman Catholics 
converted, aad joinine Protes- 
tant communities. Why are 
we to suppose that these in- 
stances cf srace, operating on 
their minds, stand quite single ¢ 
Ifmy ideasonthissubjectare mis- 
taken, they are at least charitable 
and harmiess.”—Thus far this 
interesting letter, the tenor of 
which agrees perfectly with the 
observations of several of our 
friends in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries. 

We shall add a few words con- 


cerning those little branches of | 


our Society that are in France, 
Denmark, Prussia properly so 
called, and Sweden, 

Strasburg, in Alsace, is the 
only place in France where we 
have a few brethren and friends. 
Among them stands foremost a 
merchant, whom Ged has bies- 
sed with 
which he nberally spends in the 
cause of God, by printing, dis- 
tributing, and circulating tracts 
of a good tendency, from which 
he has the happiness to learn 
many taken 


»sced thus 


see 
awakenines have 


eround, has 
a manv 
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the goods of this world, | 
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comfort, than forego the 
ure of benefiting his fellow-y), 
We cannot express what a hes 
ty share this good man, who 
our crown and our joy, hast 
ken in your Missionary atten» 
If God spares his life a a ye 
longer, then he may ke 
convenient medium to disper 
religious tracts over “a 
At any rate, his reward will j 
great beyond the grave. 
old friend Duve roi, late supe 
intendant of Montbeillard, 
have spoken onanother occas! 

In Holland, we have a li 
flock. at Amsterdam, few in au: 
ber, but abundant in child-li 
grace ; they have lately gota 
quainted with the Missiona 
Society at Rotterdam: a cv 
nection from which we predi 
sreat blessings to arise. 

In Denmark, we have bre 
ren at Altona and Flensburg, | 
whose means we are favout 
with valuable accounts from o 
er parts of the Danish domi 
ions. Although the leaven 
false philosophy  continus 


Olo 


| ‘work, yet there are still worth 


ready to oppose i ts progress, fi 
only bygword, but, w hich olf 
proves more efficacious, by thé 
walk and = conversation a 
Among these we reckon | 
Right Rev. Bishop Baill, at € 
penhagen; whom a Socicty.¢ 
sisting of many thousand mit 
bers throughout Denmaris » 
honored with a medal coined 
his name. 
The sa —_ 
ec address to 


Society, in? a ‘€ 
the Dani 1S: anes 


tary 


rid energetic +a) 
repros ih yt nem ‘ 
revailing custoi Ol} 
he all sense of the wor! 
into Secinian errers: © 


lenyine the Lord whi 
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saviction, that there are more 
yan 7000—nay 70,090 souls in 
Denmars, Who have refused 
by bend their knees to Baal ; 
wd who, if asked whether they 
is meant to forsake Christ / 
sould certainly reply, “ Lord, 
i) whom should we 0s thou 
tgst the words of eternal life.” In 
‘hig number ave comprised seve- 
al fumilics of the first nobility 
ofthe kingdom. 

[n Prussia, properly so called, 
we havea friend at Mohrungen, 
nthe person of old Rev. Mr. 
Tresho, a blessed minister of 











































nection with us ever since the 
beginning of our Society. He 
diravs has been, and is still bles- 
wily active in the good cause, 
by issuing publications that have 
the stamp of the Spirit of God. 
He but lately complained to us 
ofthe lamentable state of vital 
Christianity in his country, 
vhere the number of gospel 
preachers, and consequently that 
af practical Christians, is excee- 
diag small; yet even there, 
a seed is left, and among them 
afew of the nobles of this world. 
The same is applicable to Kon- 
ugsbere, Warsaw, and other 
jlaces of Prussia, Lithuania and 
Foland. From Warsaw, the 
former capital of Poland, we 
kan in a letter written by an 
awakened School-master, whom 
We turnished with books, that 
he breathing of the Spirit of 
Gel is perceptible there in a 
father distinguished manner.— 
the above mentioned Mr. Tre- 
Mio Writes :—“ On Epiphany 
wee the festival of the Heath- 
*t) l communicated to my con- 
gegation the news of the Mis- 
‘oh to Otahcite. I wish to en- 
sage at least their minds so far 
“t this work, that they may 








the vosnel, who has been in con- | 
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give it the support of their pray- 
ers, wrestling with the Lord for 
its prosperity.” 

The only place in Sweden 
where we have a friend, is Got- 
tenburg. Our dear correspon- 
dent there has taken the pains 
to translate and publish some of 
our prints. At the same place 
preaches a gracious and highly 
gifted minister of the gospel, 
with such success, our friend 
Writes, that his church is con- 
stantly crowded ; and many are 
forced to return for want of 
room. In summer, ail the out- 
side of the place is encircled with 
hearers, desirou$ of receiving a 
blessing from the word; and 
the number of believers increa- 
ses considerably. 

Though we are in no connec- 
tion with Russia, yet we are in- 
formed from good sources, that 
in the German colonies along 
the Wolga, there are several 
gospel ministers that labor with 
blessing. 

Finally, we have the satisfac- 
tion to state, that by means of 
our worthy friend Vander Smis- 
sen of Altona, our Society has 
been transplanted to North- 
America; and we send our cel- 
lections and extracts regularly 
to New-York and Philadelphia. 

These, Rev. Fathers and Breth- 
ren, are a few outlines of the 
work of God cither committed 
to us, or at least carrying on in 
those countries with which we 
are connected. The scattered 
good being thus collected into 
one focus, cannot but kindle the 
feelings of the fricnds of the 
cause into joy and gratitude 5 
but if we were to bring the mass 
of evil, the power and the means 
of infidelity before your eyes, it 
would chill your hearts; anda 
whole Kbrary cf velumes would 
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not suffice for the purpose of | 
displaying the growing depravi- 
ty of manners, the decay of 
morals, churches and states.— 
Still we do not despair; He 
who has called us is faithful, 
aiid our cause is his own. The 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against his church : on the con- 
trary, 


As long as Jesus Lord remains, 


On Job xlii. 5, 6. 





Each day new rising glories gains; 
It was, it is, and will be so, 
With his church militant below. 


From the Christian Observer. 
Job xiii. 5, 6. Ihave heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear, 
but now inine eye seeth thee ; 
wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes. 


ELF-ignorance is the neces- 
sary consequence of igno- 
ranceofGod. While men hearof 
him only by the hearing of the 
ear, and have nospiritual discove- 
ry made of him to the eye of their 
understanding, they will be apt 
to plead strongly for the merit 
of human actions, look upon 
some sins as slight and excusa- 
ble, and persuade themselves 
that God will not be extreme to 
mark what is done amiss. But 
as light is most evident when 
contrasted with darkness, and 
beauty with deformity, soa clear 
discovery of the holiness of God 
which will not suffer him to en- 
dure iniquity, of his justice 
which obliges him to punish it, 





his goodness and mercy which 
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render offences against him th 
more inexcusable, of his om; 
presence and omniscience wie 
baffle all attempts to hide tray 
gression, and of his almight 
power which renders it impo 
sible for offenders to escape ¢ 
resist him, must necessar'j 
make sin appear “ exceedin; 
sinful,” and convince men of the 
guilt and malignity of those of 
fences, which before they coul 
justify, palliate or conceal. Th 
latent wickedness of their heart 
will then be discovered to them 
as a sun-beam shining into 
room displays every grain an 
speck of dust, which before wa 
imperceptible. They will they 
be ready to cry out with Job 
“ T have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but no 
mine eye seeth thee ; where 
fore I abhor, &c.”—with Isaia 
on a like discovery, “ Woe! 
me! for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst 0 
a people of unclean lips, fo 
mine eyes have seen the Kung 
the Lord of hosts.” Happy ar 
they, who are thus humbled in 
the dust and stript of every sell- 
righteous plea; and thankful 
ought they to be for the meth- 
ods, however painful, whic 
have been employed to produce 
this disposition in them ; for all 
the promises in the gospel be- 
long to the poor in spirit and 
contrite in heart, and its grand 
maxim is, that “he that hum: 
bleth) himself shall be exalt 
ed.” 
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Donation to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Noy. Ist, 1804. 


A Friend of Missions, 





